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At  a  conference  today  in  Oviedo,
Spain,  the  European  Trade  Union
Confederation (ETUC) is welcoming the initiative of the Spanish presidency to
discuss  the  Posting Directive  and the protection  of  workers’  rights,  and will
explain  why and how it  wants  to revise the Posting Directive.  A revision  is
necessary, after a series of ECJ cases limiting in particular the scope for trade
unions and Member States to counter unfair competition on wages and working
conditions in situations of cross border service provision.
 
In  its  Executive  Committee  meeting  of  9-10  March,  the  ETUC adopted  a  resolution,
summarizing the proposals for revision that are deemed urgent.
 
Said  Catelene  Passchier,  Confederal  Secretary  of  the  ETUC:  “Mobility  of  services  and
workers must be properly embedded in national and European rules, ensuring that the
same  rules apply  to  local  and  foreign  companies  active  on  the  host  country’s  labour
market, and no downward competition occurs on wages and working conditions. There are
currently serious problems with regard to the side-effects of the internal market and the
increased cross border mobility of  companies, services and workers, which demand for
urgent  action to be taken as they are threatening  social  cohesion and the support  of
citizens and workers for the European project. The Posting Directive is an important EU
instrument, but it should be revised to strengthen it and to allow it to better achieve its
aims  of  guaranteeing  fair  competition  and  the  respect  for  workers’  rights,  while
safeguarding the fundamental social rights of collective bargaining and collective action”
 
Posting Directive’s dossier
 

The ETUC exists to speak with a single voice, on behalf of the common interests of workers, at European level.
Founded in 1973, it now represents 82 trade union organisations in 36 European countries, plus 12 industry-based
federations.

The ETUC is also on Twitter, YouTube and Flickr. If you would like to subscribe to the ETUC newsletter,

please click here.
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