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Onderwerp: Roma expulsions contradict EU Charter of Fundamental Rights

 

THE ROMA EXPULSIONS ARE
CONTRARY TO PROVISIONS OF THE

EU CHARTER OF FUNDAMENTAL
RIGHTS

 

Brussels, 16 September 2010

 

In the wake of the different positions expressed by the European institutions on the expulsions of
Roma, the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) declares that it is deeply concerned over the
measures taken to stigmatise the Roma, which provide for their expulsion. The ETUC points out that
discriminatory remarks and measures run counter to the European Union's Charter of Fundamental
Rights and the Treaty of Lisbon.
 
The  ETUC agrees  with the  resolution  adopted by the  European Parliament  on  9  September calling for  the
immediate cessation of the expulsions of Roma, which states that "mass expulsions are prohibited by the Charter
of  Fundamental  Rights  and the  European  Convention for the  Protection of Human Rights  and Fundamental
Freedoms and that such measures are in violation of the Treaties and law of the European Union, since they
amount to discrimination on the basis of race and ethnicity".
Targeting an ethnic group in operations for the dismantling of illegal camps is an infringement of the Charter of
Fundamental  Rights, which establishes among such rights human dignity (Article  1), equality before the law
(Article 20) and non-discrimination (Article 21). Likewise, Article 2 of the Treaty of Lisbon recognises that human
dignity is one of the values on which the European Union is founded and that it includes the rights of persons
belonging to minorities.
The ETUC notes that there must be a European response to the Roma issue. It is the responsibility of Member
States and the EU to promote the integration of all minorities.

 

The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) speaks with a single voice on behalf of the common interests of workers, at European level.
Founded in 1973, it now represents 82 trade union organisations in 36 European countries, plus 12 industry-based federations.

The ETUC is also on Twitter, YouTube and Flickr. To subscribe to the ETUC newsletter, please click here.
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