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There has been an unexpected battle within
the European Commission about social
aspects of the proposed new Single Market Act.

 

There were plans, based on a recent report by ex Commissioner Mario Monti, for a regulation covering the whole
of the single market specifying that fundamental rights, including the right to strike, must be respected. After a
hard battle, there is no reference to a Monti type regulation, although there are references to ‘work in progress’
on the Charter of Fundamental Rights and the Posted Workers Directive.

European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) President Wanja Lundby-Wedin said today at the Tripartite Social
Summit:  “We  are  very  disappointed that  after  encouraging signs  the  Commission  made  some  last  minute
changes. The commitment related to the right to strike was weakened. Even if all references to the proposals
from Mario Monti were deleted, we still hope that the Commission after the 4 month’s consultation goes forward
and delivers. If this is not done, the future development of the international market will be put at question.”

The battle continues.

 

The ETUC exists to speak with a single voice, on behalf of the common interests of workers, at European level. Founded in 1973, it now
represents 82 trade union organisations in 36 European countries, plus 12 industry-based federations.

The ETUC is also on Twitter, YouTube and Flickr. If you would like to subscribe to the ETUC newsletter, please click here.

For more information :
Patricia Grillo.
ETUC Head of Press and Communications
+ 32 (0)2 224 04 30
+ 32 (0)477 7 7 0 1 64
E-mail : Pgrillo@etuc.org
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