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TREATY REVISION: STOP TO THE PUNISHMENT SQUAD . . ' .
AND WORK FOR SOCIAL PROGRESS
15 December 2010
d 4 /|

In advance of the European Council mee ng on = <
P 9 European Trade Union Confederation [ETUC]

16-17 December, the Eqropean Trade Union Confédération européenne des syndicats [CES]
Confedera on (ETUC) reminds European leaders

that strict adherence to the rules also means defending the EU’s social dimension.

It has been widely reported that the Treaty amendment to be agreed by the European Council will say that
"Member states whose currency is the euro may establish amongst themselves a stability mechanism to
safeguard the stability of the euro area as a whole. The gran ng of financial assistance under the mechanism
will be made subject to strict condi ons."

ETUC General Secretary John Monks has wri en to the President of the Council Herman Van Rompuy saying “It
is clear once more that the focus is on financial discipline at the expense of the wider objec ves enshrined in the
Trea es. The Heads of State and Government should remember that weakening the social market economy and
other posi ve aspects of the Trea es will turn people against Europe. The EU should stop ac ng like a punishment
squad and in par cular strictly respect the key objec ves of high employment, high social and regional cohesion,
as defined in Ar cle 6, and not breach the autonomy of collec ve bargaining as reflected in Ar cle 153 of the
Treaty”.

He also asked that, as there is to be a revision of the treaty, the Council should include the ETUC’s proposal for
a social progress protocol to redress the balance between the fundamental right to collec ve bargaining and
the four freedoms of the single market. He said: “At present decisions of the European Court of Jus ce are
sugges ng that free movement is absolute and over-rules fundamental rights. This cannot be right and a Social
Progress Protocol would clarify the situa on.”

ETUC letter to the President of the European Council : http://www.etuc.org/IMG/pdf/151210 ...

The ETUC exists to speak with a single voice, on behalf of the common interests of workers, at European level.
Founded in 1973, it now represents 83 trade union organisations in 36 European countries, plus 12 industry-based
federations.

The ETUC is also on Twitter, YouTube and Flickr. 7o sign up to the ETUC newsletterplease click here.

For more information :

Patricia Grillo.

ETUC Head of Press and Communications
+ 32 (0)2 224 04 30
+32(0)477770164

E-mail : Pgrillo@etuc.org
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