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Onderwerp: The ETUC confirms its willingness to negotiate an ambitious reform of the Working Time Directive
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European Trade Union Confederation [ETUC]
23 June 2011 Confedération européenne des syndicats [CES]

At the meeting of its Executive
Committee on 29 June 2011, the European Trade Union Confederation
(ETUC) confirmed that it is ready to negotiate on working time.

The ETUC Executive Committee reaffirms the go ahead that it gave last March for
the negotiations, based on an ambitious revision of the Directive, encompassing all
the sensitive issues.

The ETUC insists on the need to respect the objectives of workers’ health and safety
and seeks a balanced approach.

Patrick Itschert, ETUC Deputy General Secretary, stated a “readiness to negotiate”,
while stressing that “the revision must cover all the points which are causing
problems”. “"The ETUC will therefore quickly ensure that there are genuine prospects
for negotiation”.

The Executive Committee has also launched its internal reflection into the 2012-
2014 work programme for the European social partners.

The ETUC exists to speak with a single voice, on behalf of the common interests of workers, at European level. Founded in 1973, it
now represents 83 trade union organisations in 36 European countries, plus 12 industry-based federations.

The ETUC is also on Twitter, YouTube and Flickr. If you would like to subscribe to the ETUC newsletter, please click
here.
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