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ETUC SUPPORTS TUNISIA
03 Ocotber 2011

/8 .r.
Bernadette Ségol, General Secretary i d /

of the European Trade Union : g
. . . . . European Trade Union Confederation [ETUC]
Confederation (ETUC), visited Tunisia Confedération européenne des syndicats [CES]

on 29-30 September, meeting trade
union, employers’ association, Government and EU Embassy representatives in support of
Tunisia’s ground-breaking moves towards democracy.

The key role of trade unions in the ongoing process of change and reform in the country was
underlined at a meeting with the General Secretary of the Tunisian General Trade Union (UGTT),
Abdesselam Jrad. Meetings also took place with members of the regional UGTT union in Ben
Arous, including members of the women’s and youth committees who also stressed the need for
democratic, tolerant, and inclusive renewal in Tunisia. After meetings with the Minister of social
affairs, the EU Ambassador and the new President of the employers’ association, UTICA,
Bernadette Ségol underlined the relevance of Tunisian developments as a major reference for
the Arab world and the responsibility of the European Union to keep the process on the track, to
promote economic growth and employment, and to fight youth unemployment and poverty.

She welcomed the efforts of the EU-Tunisia Task Force that had met just prior to her visit under
the co-Presidency of the EU High representative, Catherine Ashton, while asking that the social
partners, the DG Employment of the EU Commission and the Tunisian Social Affairs ministry
should be fully involved in order to develop and to stabilise the social dimension in the context of
economic recovery.

Bernadette Ségol said:"It is insufficient to hold global consultations on occasion. Social partners
should be considered as partners and essential actors, particularly in the context of negotiations
that are envisaged on establishing an ‘advanced status’ relationship between Tunisia and the
EU”. She reiterated the demand of the ETUC to install at the EU embassies in the Arab region
Attachés for Social Affairs as an instrument to strengthen the Social Dialogue. She invited the
UGTT and UTICA to hold a joint presentation on the Tunisian perspective early in 2012 in
Brussels and she welcomed the readiness of the Tunisian social partners to participate actively in
a regional campaign “Social Partners fight corruption”. At the end of her visit the ETUC signed a
protocol of cooperation with the Maghreb regional trade union association Trade Union
Confederation of Arab Magreb Workers (USTMA), including ETUC support to the solidarity action
of USTMA with Libyan workers and new trade unions.

The ETUC exists to speak with a single voice, on behalf of the common interests of workers, at European level. Founded in 1973, it
now represents 83 trade union organisations in 36 European countries, plus 12 industry-based federations.

The ETUC is also on TWitter, YouTube and Flickr. 1f you would like to subscribe to the ETUC newsletter,
please click here.

For more information :

Patricia Grillo.

ETUC Head of Press and Communications
+ 32 (0)2 224 04 30

http://192.168.1.5:8080/webmail/mailView.php?desktop=mailView.php&action=print... 4/10/2011



Webmail | Kerio Connect 7.2.2 Page 2 of 2
Generated by Foxit PDF Creator © Foxit Software

http://www.foxitsoftware.com For evaluation only.

+32(0477770164
E-mail : Pgrillo@etuc.org

To have your name removed from the mailing list of the ETUC - CES MEDIA, simply click on this link

Si vous ne désirez plus figurer dans la base de données de I'ETUC - CES MEDIA, veuillez cliquer sur le lien
this link

To update your details please click

Afin d'actualiser vos coordonnées et les confirmer, veuillez cliquer sur le lien

this link

POWERED BY PHPLIST V 2.10.5, © TINCAN LTD

http://192.168.1.5:8080/webmail/mailView.php?desktop=mailView.php&action=print... 4/10/2011



