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THE “LAST CHANCE SUMMIT" |
PRODUCES A SPLIT IN THE EU S8 858
AND MORE AUSTERITY
9 December 2011
Al d

The European summit produces a European Trade Union Confederation [ETUC]
split in the European Union (EU), Confedération européenne des syndicats [CES]
more labour market destabilisation

and a "golden” rule: austerity. The forthcoming Intergovernmental agreement risks
undermining the integrity of the EU. The UK government has a heavy responsibility in
forcing through a change dividing Europe. The 27 member countries, all united, still
managed to confirm their policies for negative labour market reform and more
flexibility.

A new Intergovernmental Agreement is hailed as a solution to the Eurozone problem. But "more
fiscal discipline, more automatic sanctions and stricter surveillance” that compose this fiscal
compact will further anger European citizens and workers. It will not restore sustainable growth
and give employment to millions of people. The ETUC deplores the Council’s backing for the
principle of excluding small businesses from future legislation. This is another attack on social
Europe and will lead to downward pressure on workers’ rights. Measures for investment are
necessary. The European Central Bank (ECB) has to play its full part in securing the Euro.

Bernadette Ségol, ETUC General Secretary said: "Europe needs a social compact, guaranteeing
non intervention of the EU in wage setting mechanisms, the autonomy of social partners,
protecting and promoting our social model. ETUC will demand that a social progress protocol be
included in any revision of the Treaty or in any new Treaty.”

The ETUC is resolute in its demands for social progress, linked to financial stability and
sustainable growth.

The ETUC exists to speak with a single voice, on behalf of the common interests of workers, at European level.
Founded in 1973, it now represents 84 trade union organisations in 36 European countries, plus 12 industry-based
federations.

The ETUC is also on TWitter, YouTube ana Flickr. 17 you would fike to subscribe to the ETUC newsletter, prease click
here.
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