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European Trade Union Confederation [ETUC]
Confedération européenne des syndicats [CES]

EUROPEAN TRADE UNION ACTION DAY: 27 COUNTRIES IN ACTION FOR
EMPLOYMENT AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

23 February 2012

On the eve of the European Summit of 1 and 2 March, dominated by the themes of austerity and
budgetary discipline, the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) is sending a clear message
to the EU leaders: this imposed austerity is going to plunge FEurope into a recession! ETUC
members will mobilise on 29 February in the EU 27 countries and beyond to denounce and
condemn this type of governance and to propose alternatives for employment and social justice.

The effects of the financial, economic and social crisis have reached unbearable levels in several
countries. Faced with the extreme seriousness of the situation, European leaders are making the race
for austerity their priority response. The crisis serves as a ready-made pretext to attack the European
social model, justify cuts in wages and public services, weaken social protection, make the labour
market hyperflexible, and attack trade union rights. Thus, at a time when the European summit has to
adopt a treaty plunging Europe into recession and job insecurity for the long haul, the European trade
unions are saying “enough is enough” and putting employment, recovery, social justice and solidarity
at the forefront of the discussions.

All EU countries (and others as well) will take part in ETUC’s European action day through
demonstrations, work stoppage and information for workers in companies and governmental
agencies. These actions, which will be covered by media campaigns, will be decentralised and
conducted at the regional, national and cross-border level.

Bernadette Ségol, General Secretary of ETUC declared: “In mobilising on the same day everywhere
in Europe for the first time, the European trade unions are reacting at the same level of their anger
and exasperation in the face of injustice! We want to say it loud and clear, on the eve of an important
European summit, that there are alternatives to this Europe without solidarity, without plans, without
hope and without prospects.”

Link to the tract:http://www.etuc.org/IMG/pdf/Tract Trop__GB_ecran.pdf

The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) exists to speak with a single voice, on behalf of
the common interests of workers, at European level. Founded in 1973, it now represents 83 trade
union organisations in 36 European countries, plus 12 industry-based federations.

ETUC is also on Twitter, YouTube and FlicKkr. 7o subscribe to the ETUC newsletter, please click here.

For more information :
Patricia Grillo.
ETUC Head of Press and Communications
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To have your name removed from the mailing list of the ETUC - CES MEDIA, simply click on this
link

Si vous ne désirez plus figurer dans la base de données de 'ETUC - CES MEDIA, veuillez cliquer sur
le lien

this link
To update your details please click
Afin d'actualiser vos coordonnées et les confirmer, veuillez cliquer sur le lien

this link
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