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The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) has written to Baroness Catherine Ashton, EU High 
Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy and Vice-President of the EU Commission, to express 
its deep concerns at recent developments on trade union freedosm in Egypt. 

Following a discussion in the Executive Committee on 6-7 March, the ETUC demands European Commission 
to intervene urgently with the military government of Egypt to annul the 26 February sentence against Kamal 
Abbas, general coordinator of the Centre for Trade Union and Worker Services (CTUWS), which was unfairly 
sentenced, in absentia, to six months imprisonment for “insulting a public officer”. 

“This sentence is an attack on freedom of expression but also on Egypt’s independent workers’ movement 
which comes in the context of evident concerted strategy by the authorities. A trade union law is currently 
being discussed by the Egyptian Parliament but the ETUC fears that these could be a precursor to a take over 
of the trade union movement” said Bernadette Ségol, ETUC General Secretary. 

 ETUC Letter to High Representative Baroness Ashton (08/03/2012):http://www.etuc.org/a/9777 

 ETUC Letter to High Representative Baroness Ashton (12/02/2012):http://www.etuc.org/a/9776 

  

The ETUC exists to speak with a single voice, on behalf of the common interests of workers, at European level. Founded in 1973, it now represents 
84 trade union organisations in 36 European countries, plus 12 industry-based federations. 

The ETUC is also on Twitter, YouTube and Flickr. If you would like to subscribe to the ETUC newsletter, please click here. 
 

 
For more information :  
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ETUC Head of Press and Communications  
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