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Workplace action for environmental protection: ETUC Green Workplaces conference 2012 

9 October 2012 

Today in Brussels, the European Trade Union Confederation will host trade unionists and 
shop stewards from across Europe active in ‘greening their workplaces’ in a dialogue with 
European Commissioners and representatives of business.     

It is clear from the ETUC’s Green Workplaces that unions are ‘first movers in environmental 
protection’, building momentum at the local level for shifts in corporate behavior. As much for 
industrial reasons as environmentally responsible ones, workers are engaged in a variety of activities 
to address energy and resource efficiency and consumption. 

“Twice as much is spent on resources and energy than labour costs in average European workplaces”, 
stated Bernadette Ségol ETUC General Secretary in opening the event, “and yet so much attention is 
on labour market flexibility and reduced labour costs. We need to show through practical examples –
like those you are developing in your workplaces that there is a triple win in an alternative to 
austerity: for the economy, for the environment and most importantly for me, in maintaining and 
promoting the quality of work and worker participation”. 

Employment and Social Affairs Commissioner László Andor will be amongst those addressing the 
conference. 

The ETUC has developed a handbook (http://www.etuc.org/a/10376 ) for practical action in the 
workplace to increase worker awareness on the environmental performance of their workplaces. 

-          Programme of the conference: http://www.etuc.org/a/10388  

-          Pictures available at: http://www.flickr.com/photos/etuc-ces  

-          Twitter feed: #ETUCgreenreps  

The ETUC exists to speak with a single voice, on behalf of the common interests of workers, at European level. Founded in 1973, it now represents 85 trade union 
organisations in 36 European countries, plus 10 industry-based federations. 

The ETUC is also on Twitter, YouTube and Flickr. If you would like to subscribe to the ETUC newsletter, please click here. 
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For more information :  
Patricia Grillo.  
ETUC Head of Press and Communications  
+ 32 (0)2 224 04 30  
+ 32 (0)477 7 7 0 1 64  
E-mail : Pgrillo@etuc.org  
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