
ETUC Press Release

https://webmail.amsab.be/...AA%2bx0hAACtzfiYm2fDQLlCbNm2jLAXAAAAEfqDAAAJ&a=Print&pspid=_1354782202053_302121476[6/12/2012 9:23:37]

ETUC Press Release
Media@etuc.org
Verzonden:vrijdag 9 november 2012 15:35
To: Veerle Solia

   
14 NOVEMBER: EUROPEAN DAY OF ACTION AND SOLIDARITY

LARGE-SCALE TRADE UNION MOBILISATION FOR JOBS AND SOLIDARITY AND
AGAINST AUSTERITY

 
9 November 2012

 
In response to an appeal by the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC), a large-scale
mobilisation will be held across Europe on 14 November. The aim of this European day of
action and solidarity is to call upon Europe’s leaders to demonstrate their determination to
really get to grips with the deterioration in employment and to respond to the growing
social anxiety felt by Europe’s citizens. Austerity is a total dead end, and must be
abandoned. Social protection and wages can no longer be sacrificed. This is a social
emergency, and it is time to listen to what the citizens and workers have to say, and to
change course.
 
The day of action on 14 November will take various forms: for example, there will be strikes in Spain,
Portugal, Greece and Italy. For the first time in its history, an ETUC day of action will include
simultaneous strikes in four countries.
Strikes are not the only type of action involved. Demonstrations will be held in France and in some
Eastern countries (Poland, the Czech Republic, Slovenia and Romania).
This 14 November is also a day of solidarity. Many countries will be holding actions to show their
solidarity with the countries which are facing the brutality of the austerity measures and their
consequences (Germany, Austria, Luxembourg, Switzerland, Scandinavian countries and the Netherlands
etc.).
Other awareness-raising and information actions are planned. Given the seriousness of youth
unemployment in some countries in Europe, the ETUC Youth Committee has also drafted a statement:
http://www.etuc.org/IMG/pdf/Declaration_Young_Eu_South_EU_TU_final.pdf .
One specific action will be staged in Brussels: http://www.etuc.org/a/10504 .
 
 
 
Approximately 40 trade union organisations from 23 countries will be involved in the European day of
action and solidarity.
 
“By sowing austerity, we are reaping recession, rising poverty and social anxiety”, argues
Bernadette Ségol, ETUC General Secretary. “In some countries, people’s exasperation is reaching
a peak. We need urgent solutions to get the economy back on track, not stifle it with
austerity. Europe’s leaders are wrong not to listen to the anger of the people who are
taking to the streets. The Troika can no longer behave so arrogantly and brutally towards
the countries which are in difficulty. They must urgently address the issues of jobs and
social fiscal justice and they must stop their attacks on wages, social protection and public
services. The ETUC is calling for a social compact for Europe with a proper social dialogue,
an economic policy that fosters quality jobs, and economic solidarity among the countries
of Europe. We urgently need to change course”.
 
Link to the Google map: http://www.etuc.org/r/1897
 
Video: http://youtu.be/XTQaKjjz7Ao
 

The ETUC exists to speak with a single voice, on behalf of the common interests of workers, at European level. Founded in 1973, it
now represents 85 trade union organisations in 36 European countries, plus 10 industry-based federations.
 
The ETUC is also on Twitter, YouTube , Flickr andFacebook. To subscribe to the ETUC newsletter, please click
here.
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For more information : 
Patricia Grillo. 
ETUC Head of Press and Communications 
+ 32 (0)2 224 04 30 
+ 32 (0)477 7 7 0 1 64 
E-mail : Pgrillo@etuc.org
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