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ETUC CONDEMNS GOVERNMENT STRIKE BREAKING IN GREECE 

29 January 2013 

 
The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) condemns the use of civil mobilisation legislation by the Greek
authorities to break industrial action by workers fighting to maintain a collectively agreed public sector wages
scheme.   

  

The legislation, which has scarcely ever been invoked since the collapse of Greece's military dictatorship in 1974 and
can lead to terms of imprisonment of up to five years, has now been used against striking metro workers in Athens. 

Bernadette Ségol, ETUC General Secretary said: “The wheeling out of emergency powers to enforce austerity policies
is unacceptable.  Just yesterday, in an ETUC special anniversary conference panel including Greek trade union
President Yannis Panagopoulos, Commissioner Rehn spoke of our “cherished” social model and of the benefits of
social dialogue. We call on him to tell the Greek government that their action is exactly the wrong way to get out of 
the crisis”. 

The ETUC exists to speak with a single voice, on behalf of the common interests of workers, at European level. Founded in 1973, it now represents 85 trade union 
organisations in 36 European countries, plus 10 industry-based federations. 

The ETUC is also on Twitter, YouTube and Flickr. If you would like to subscribe to the ETUC newsletter, please 
click here. 
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