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A dark day for European climate action and those pushing for a sustainable exit 

from the crisis 

  

16/04/2013 

  

Today, the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) reacted strongly to the 

decision by a small majority of MEPs to reject the back-loading proposal. The vote 

(334 vs 315) may call into question the emissions trading scheme itself and has 

certainly dented the credibility of the EU climate policy framework as a whole.  

  

“The European carbon market will remain clinically dead until structural decisions are 

taken to reform it, meaning that no effective price signal will be sent to investors for years”, 

stated Bernadette Ségol ETUC General Secretary upon hearing the results of the vote. “It 

will also have a negative impact on EU leadership in international discussions because it 

will be incapable of demonstrating real progress and ambition to its partners before 2015 

when a new international agreement must be adopted. Moreover, if politicians were 

unable to agree to a soft and temporary measure like the back-loading proposal, what will 

be their position in the debate on the structural reform of the ETS and on the decisions for 

the 2030 milestones that we crucially need for a Just Transition towards a low-carbon 

economy?” 

The ETUC’s main concern is the general political message that has been sent by the 

European Parliament today. It shows that there is a majority which is ready to use the 

current crises to impose a short-sighted vision of competitiveness and on these grounds 

oppose progressive proposals in the fields of environment or social protection. The ETUC 

sees this conservative stance as extremely worrying at a time when ambition and long-

term vision are needed to protect our climate as well as to exit the crisis through 
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investments, sustainable growth and job creation. 

 

The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) exists to speak with a single voice, on behalf of 

the common interests of workers, at European level. Founded in 1973, it now represents 85 trade 

union organisations in 36 European countries, plus 10 industry-based federations.The ETUC is 

also on Twitter, YouTube and Flickr.  
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