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The ETUC is horrified by the death of hundreds of innocent migrants off the

Lampedusa Island
03/10/2013

The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) expresses its indignation at the
death of hundreds of migrants off the Italian island of Lampedusa after their boat
sinks. Without a real European solidarity, the Mediterranean Sea risks turning

increasingly into a cemetery of innocent people escaping from war and crisis areas.

“We are horrified by the death of hundreds of innocent migrant people — including children
and pregnant women — that happened today off the coast of Lampedusa. Too often the
hope of a better future turned into tragedy. We cannot accept that current European
migration policy lacks any form of solidarity among Member states in this field. Without a
change of course, it will be impossible to prevent further tragedies like this one” said

Bernadette Ségol, ETUC General Secretary.

The issue of greater cooperation among member states on the international protection of
fugitives is a long-standing feature of migration policy and it is time for EU Member States
to show greater respect for the protection of human lives and dignity. Member States
cannot waive their responsibility vis-a-vis the international community and even more

importantly vis-a-vis the obligation to respect human lives for those seeking protection.

The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) exists to speak with a single voice, on behalf of
the common interests of workers, at European level. Founded in 1973, it now represents 85 trade
union organisations in 36 European countries, plus 10 industry-based federations.The ETUC is
also on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Flickr.
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