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Unemployment figures prove Europe needs new path
Success for Europe can only come through a change of direction
09/01/2014

Business as usual policies continue to fail the people of Europe, who still face an
uncertain future of joblessness and austerity, according to the European Trade
Union Confederation (ETUC).

New figures show that Europe still faces a massive employment crisis, with an estimated
26,533 million citizens out of work, an increase from the previous year. Unemployment

now stands at 12.1% in the euro area.

Despite these statistics, some European leaders continue to push for business as usual

policies.
Speaking at the official opening of the Greek presidency of the European Union in Athens,
European Commission President, Jose Manuel Barroso, insisted that the economy has

turned the corner. Europe is “emerging from recession”, he said.

But this is no time to claim victory. For the ETUC success can only be declared when



unemployment shows substantial signs of recovery, when we have secured quality jobs
and lowered inequality and poverty.

However, the Greek people continue to face devastation at the hands of harsh austerity
policies imposed by the troika. Greece is one of 14 European countries that has seen an
increase in unemployment since 2012. Currently around 27% of the population are out of

work. Alarmingly, 54.8% of the nation’s youth is unemployed.

“The latest unemployment figures show that Europe needs a new path to find its way out
of the crisis,” said ETUC Secretary General Bernadette Ségol. “In spite of the optimism of
the commission, countries like Greece continue to find themselves devastated by harsh

austerity policies leading to mass unemployment and social corrosion.”

“Instead of sticking with failed policies, European leaders need to fight for a new direction,
a plan based on investments in sustainable growth and quality jobs. If not, we will continue

to see unemployment rise. Social Europe must not be destroyed.”

The European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) exists to speak with a single voice, on behalf of
the common interests of workers, at European level. Founded in 1973, it now represents 85 trade
union organisations in 36 European countries, plus 10 industry-based federations.The ETUC is
also on Facebook, Twitter, YouTube and Flickr.

Copyright © 2014 European Trade Union
Confederation/ Confédération européenne des
syndicats, All rights reserved.

SYNDICAT

“TRADE UNION
#NewPath4Europe

More information:

Cillian Donnelly

Head of Press and Communications
Phone: +32 (0) 2 224 04 30

@: media@etuc.org

unsubscribe from this list | update subscription preferences




