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HUMANITARIAN SITUATION

The conflict in Syria began on 15 March
2011 with public demonstrations as part of
the wider Arab spring, and developed into a
nationwide uprising, and then a full-scale
civil war. Protesters have demanded the
end to nearly five decades of Ba’ath Party
Rule, as well as the resignation of the
president Bashar Al Asad. Syrian
government characterises the insurgency as
"armed terrorist groups". According to
various sources, including the United
Nations, between 34,000 and 40,000 people
have been killed so far, of which about half
were civilians, but also including
approximately 15.000 armed combatants
from both the Syrian army and rebel forces:
According to the UN, between 500,000 to
1.0 million Syrians have been displaced
within the country, but figures could also be
higher. To escape the violence, hundreds of
thousands of Syrian refugees have fled the
country to neighbouring Iraq, Jordan,
Lebanon and Turkey.

Situation in Jordan

Since the beginning of the unrest in Syria at
the start of 2011, Jordan has received more
Syrians fleeing the conflict than any
neighbouring country. From March 2011,
according to Government of Jordan figures,
more than 190,000 Syrians have sought
refuge in Jordan; and UNHCR expect up to
250 000 by the end of the year. Jordan has
left its borders open to Syrians and has a
favourable protection climate which has
supported the population movement.

Syrians have scattered throughout Jordan,
with the largest concentrations in the border
areas of Irbid and Mafraq governates and
the capital Amman, as well as in other

governates throughout the country. With the
intensification of the conflict from July 2012
onwards, there has been a surge in the
number of refugees. August withessed a
record number of arrivals, peaking at over
1,000 per day. To date, over 53,000 Syrians
have been registered officially with UNHCR.
The Government of Jordan’s figure of
190,000 refugees is based on border
statistics and other estimates. Almost
32,000 Syrians are in the newly established
Za'atri camp in Mafraq, and a further 1,400
in King Abdullah Park and Cyber City
refugee sites in the North. The population of
Za’atri camp is increasing rapidly.

Syrian refugees in Jordan are facing many
kinds of shortages in basic needs and
rights. There is a quite stable and relatively
large number of actors in Jordan that are
working in improving refugees situation with
a large experience providing services and
goods, as they are running projects related
to refugees since the flux of Iraqi refugees
started in 2003. Nevertheless, the needs of
Syrian refugees are far away from being
completely covered. More specifically, the
conditions of the non-registered by UNHCR
refugees are especially critical, as they
don’t have the right to be assisted by UN
agencies and other institutions which
require this condition to enter into their
programs. The refugees in the camps that
are registered by UNHCR face also a
difficult situation but, at least, they have
support and a clear reference. In general,
the refugees have insufficient information
about rights and assistance providers, but,
for sure, this situation becomes more
serious in the case of non registered
refugees.
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Situation in Lebanon

As of 7 November, 2012, UNHCR reports
that there are 82.690 registered Syrian
refugees in Lebanon and additional more
than 30,000 refugees waiting for registration
making the total of Syrian refugees in
Lebanon112,939. Local organisations claim
that the number of refugees in Lebanon is
higher than that as a large number of them
are either afraid to register with the UN or
unaware of the registration process. The
number of refugees coming to Lebanon is
increasing and the conditions in which most
of them are living are below standards. It is
estimated that around half of all displaced
Syrians are children and adolescents, who
continue to face interruption of schooling,
limited access to basic services, and
psychosocial distress caused by witnessing
violence and displacement.

The Lebanese Government, represented by
the Higher Relief Committee, began
providing food and medical aid to the
refugees yet it was halted on 10 July as
they claimed lack of funds. MoSA is
mobilising local Social Development
Centers (SDCs) as much as possible to
support the emergency response by
outreach activities and community-based
interventions both in the areas of primary
health care (including vaccination), child
protection and Early Childhood
Development (ECD). Yet, in general, the
response from the Lebanese Government is
still considered insufficient. UNHCR revised
the Regional Response Plan for Syrian
refugees, launched by UN agencies and
NGO partners, jointly appealing to help
Syrian refugees in Jordan, Lebanon, Iraq,
and Turkey. So far the appeal has been
funded by 33% of the total needs.

An influx of Palestinians from Syria into
Lebanon is an issue of particular concern.
According to UNRWA's report on 2
November, around 1,860 Palestinian
families from Syria have taken refuge in the
Palestinian camps in Lebanon. According to

the popular committees in the camps the
figures are higher. The majority of these
families are staying with host families inside
the camps as they cannot afford
independent housing. Others are being
assisted in paying rent. They are entering
Lebanon by a short-term visa (7 to 15 days)
that costs 25,000 LBP (around 17 USD) per
person and can be extended for an
additional month by paying 50,000 LBP.
And delay in residency in Lebanon past the
allowed duration is subjected to a daily fine.
As most of these refugees have to stay in
Lebanon more than the allowed duration,
they are at risk of becoming illegal residents
in Lebanon. If they decide to leave Lebanon
after the crisis ends, they cannot afford
paying the fine accumulated due to their
long stay. With the difficult situations the
Palestinians in Lebanon are already facing,
the presence of the Syrian refugees has
negatively affected the situation of both
groups.

For the Palestinian refugees from Syria,
UNRWA has also prepared an appeal for
assistance of refugees in Lebanon and
Jordan for a total of 54 million USD for six
months. The total appeal for Lebanon from
this amount is 8.26 million USD covering
areas of health, food, shelter, education,
non-food items, and environmental health
services.

Situation in Iraq

48,390 refugees are registered by UNHCR
inside Irag per 7 November, and the influx
has been increasing. The major influx has
been into Kurdistan region of Irag. Since the
crisis erupted in Syria there has been a
steady influx, initially many young men
fleeing military service, but also families.
During the last months there has been a
drastic increase and now up to 400 to 500
refugees coming on daily basis, mainly
families. Border crossings between
Kurdistan region and Kurdish areas in Syria
are open, but controlled by Kurdish guerilla
related to PKK. Humanitarian aid is as far

Syria Crisis: Overview of the humanitarian situation | 2



as we are informed being allowed from
Kurdistan region in Iraq into Syria in spite of
the border crossing not officially allowing
this.

Crossing into Iraq properly has for political
reasons been restricted, but following the
reopening of A IQa’im border crossing on 18
September 2012, 120 refugees were
allowed to cross, including families with
children, women, as well as the elderly and
injured persons. Most were directed to the
new camp of Al Qa’im which currently
provides shelter to 2,647 individuals.

Iragi and Kurdish authorities as well as UN-
agencies and NGOs are assisting the
refugees and the work in the Kurdish region
to provide and speed up the process of
issuance of resident permits for the
refugees.

Situation in Turkey

There are clashes along the border to
Turkey which also are affecting the border
crossings. According to figures provided by
the Turkish government there are currently
111,890 Syrian refugees registered in
Turkey. The camps of Syrian refugees in
Turkey are mainly managed by Turkish
authorities, thus the role of UN and NGOs
seems to be limited. Some humanitarian aid
is being transported from Turkey into Syria,
but information is lacking in this regard. The
situation needs further assessment.

SOLIDAR Organisations and their
Approach to Syria

There is all reason to expect that the
humanitarian situation in Syria will be
deteriorating. Internal displacement is
increasing and host communities’ ability to
assist is being exhausted, destruction of
residential areas in cities and towns are
massive, infrastructure is being damaged
and production and transport harmed. Most
of these areas are accessible for formal
organisations, except partly Syrian Red
Crescent and some UN-agencies.
Assistance inside Syria is mainly provided
through local networks and committees,
informal channels through systems where
Syrians transfer financial support to their
families in country and to local committees
on the ground which organise humanitarian
assistance.

At the same time it is expected that the
influx of refugees to neighbouring countries
will increase. Total number of refugees is
currently almost 400,000, a sharp increase
during the course of the year from only
10,000 in January. The capability in all the
surrounding host countries to care for the
refugees is under severe pressure, and the
crisis is also challenging the political stability
in the region, particularly in Lebanon. For
organisations in the SOLIDAR-network
there are currently three relevant angles of
approach:

1. Humanitarian assistance to Syrian
refugees in neighbouring countries.

2. Training of Syrian activists on issues
related to democratisation and human
rights, organisation and use of media

3. Humanitarian assistance into Syria in
cooperation with local organisations

Syria Crisis: Overview of the humanitarian situation | 3



¥ | uoenus ueLeUBWNY BY) JO MBIAIBAQ SISUD BLAS

RemIoN VdN yim
uoneladood ul uoueqa ul sdwed

aabnyal uelunsaed ui buipisal Arey
‘uelAS pue uelunsajed ‘ellAs
wou) seabnyal 0] soUB)SISSE SOdV-10dV
ueue)ueWNY Joj Buisrelpuny
aoUBILa|d 1ONPUOI pue UoIeINPa
3SU aulw apinoid ‘uoieuILEBIU0D
ay) ssasse 0] Apeal
paiojdxa uepJor ul swwelboid uondy
Bureq are suondo BUIN Yyim Buireuipiood uoueqaT 80URIe3|0 1ONPUOD
13Yl0 "yaays | ueyy yinos ul swwelboid uondy sulN puUe UoITeINpa st aulW
pue nowreA ‘sdures "elAS ol belj wouy . s 1w [ apiroId ‘UoneUILBIU0D
uelunsajed ybnoiy | souesisse ueleyuewny SISINIO® UBLIAS Jo bulurelL ’ ‘o) ssasse
ul uoueQga wol} ‘seale 10} DCCMQth— ‘uouege YON pue ol \AUM@L uoueqa
PSII0ALOD YSIPIMH Ol 5 eryjag 0] weiboid uelejuewny ul swwelBod uonoy AemioN VdN
uoiba, uessipin) — bey| oot ISR sy} puedxa o1 Bulueld | suiy yim BuneuIpI00d
woJ} yiog ‘syiomiau pue Anyna ui sisinoe i ., AL
suones|ueBlIo [e90] Yim ueuAs Jo Bulurel | 8ssINS ¥vdINoS 1oqer Ul w% _tm
uonelsadood ul elAS ojul ynm uoneladood “uonesLBIUIM PISY L swiurelbou
aoue]sISSe ueleluBWNY pue |4N ‘PO0} SNJ0- — Uoueqa Uonoy SUN
Buijeuueyd jo buluue|d ur sduwred aabnjal uelunssfed
ul Buipisal ‘uelAs pue
uelunsaed ‘euAs woul saabnjal
0] 9oUB)SISSE URLIR)URWNH
AemioN
VdN Yyim uoneiadoo) "uoueqgaT
ul sdwed aabnjal uejunssed pueaziims
ul Buipisal ‘uelAS pue
uelunssjed ‘elAs woiy seabnal dvdalios

0] @duej]siIsse ueleliuewnH

uoueqoa]

uepJior

uonesiuebio

SISD UelIAS ay] ul 8oue)sIsSSe-yyvdl1os (T Xauuy




G | uonenus UeLRYUBWNY BY} JO MBIAIBAQ SISUD BLAS

uoirew.ojul
pue uoireIUBWNI0Q
uonisoddo EHIER)
ueLAS Joj [euolyeulalul
sanuaA BuneyjioeH ;
SISIAlOe su _.Gn_ u_.O_O
uelAS Jo Bulures]
‘suolbal
uouega YInos pue eexaq 1S9
pue [elluad sy} ul sanljigesip
yum saabnjal uelAs Jo
SUORIPUOI Yleay Jo Juswanoidw
uo SN20j uouega Ul
elUAS wouy saabnjal 0} soue)sisse
ueleluewWNH 10} Buisrelpun
‘sdwen “ebrez ul euAs woly ureds 1adiN
nu1ag Yyinos o} buinie euAs saabnjai uelunsafed
woJj seabnjal uelunsajed ayi o} pue ueLAs Jo spaau
sanss| BulLuIM pue swayl poo) | 4O Juswissasse Buiiep
uou Buipinoid 1oy Buisrelpuny
‘'saabnjal uelIAS ay) 01 apewl
SJUBWISSASSE 8y} Ul Sanljigesip
yum suosiad Jo spasu sy} apn|oul
pue Ajnuapl Janaq 01 salouabe
awos Jo sanioeded ay) Buinoidw
‘unify pue
pigu| ‘ebrez ‘beliyen
Jo sajelousanoh
ul S|4N pue
J3)8ys ‘A1un2as pooy ureds |

WS} Uoys “eUAS wouy
saabnjal 0] souelsIsse
ueLe)UeWNY

1o} Buisrelpund




9 | uonenys ueLENUBWNY BY) JO MBIAIBAQ :SISUD BLAS

juswdojanap
uonesiuebio

9¢ 0T 00S ¢ ¢E+

B0 Tepios@aoolnen

suassee|D aolNep

N3 dvdailos

UOISIAIQ JO peaH

¥G6/G//98 9+

ESPENVEREEL [GIVE MERE

IypUIT %0UpPald

(D1d0) 181u8)
[euolreulaiu|
awred Jo|0

Juswpedaq
ueaue.ISIPaN

00S609TY 90 6€ +

Wwod rewb@oauellalpaw sore

02I1WY,g edlspa+

Arey soyv-104v

ise3 9|ppIAl JOSINPY EV88EITY .Y+ Bio'predu@yunew 13)|0H uep
AemIoN VdN
1€ Bio predu® japniy yore4 spnit
SIDPIN I0SIADE JOIUSS 98TEET86 Li+ . I
pIV ueleluewnH . . pue|IaziImMs
2 1epIjos adwao uens adwao uens
JOTRUIPIO0D T 6T vvv v (0) Tv+ | UOTepIoS@IIadwes Uensuyy Iiedwiao uensuyo IYAloS
G60 6.6 8T9 vE+
JUSURIEOSALON Y bio jpdw@selss|bruw selsa|f| eue ureds 1adin
[euoieulalu| ay Jo pesH v 9/ 627 16 PE+
uonay .
06 29 86S T6 €+ bio Um_u_._mc__ommouoomm_m>> 0JSB|oA |9nue|N J01DIA c_.mgw IS

uelelURWNY 10} 3Sad

Anjigisuodsal jo spiald

auoydajal (19941Q)

ssalppe [lrew-3

uos.uad 10e1U090 BwWeN

uonesiuebiQ

'SISUD UeLIAS 8yl Joj sjulod @20} 8yl yum yanol
ur 106 asea|d ‘suonesiuehio Jaquaw Yyd|71OS pauonuaw ayl Ag paionpuod SaliAlde a3yl 1N0ge Uoiewlojul 310W SAI934 01 81| PJNOM 3U0 39Sk U|

SISIID URlIAS ay] 10) slaqwaw YyAl10S siulod [e204 g Xauuy




