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South Sudan: End Widespread Child Marriage 
 

 

Photo © 2013 Brent Stirton/Reportage by Getty Images for Human Rights Watch  
 
On the eve of International Women’s Day, girls in South Sudan are courageously standing up and saying no to early 
marriage; the government needs to support them. 
 
Atong G. was 16 when relatives forced her to marry a 50-year-old man. 
 
“This old man can feed us, you will marry him,” her family told her. 
 
According to government statistics, close to half of South Sudanese girls between 15 and 19 are married, with some 
marrying as young as age 12. 
 
Child marriage in South Sudan keeps girls out of school and contributes to high maternal mortality rates. Girls in South 
Sudan told Human Rights Watch that family members forced them to marry in exchange for dowry payments. Girls who 
try to resist forced marriages suffer brutal consequences at the hands of their families. 
 
The South Sudanese government needs a comprehensive plan to prevent child marriage. 
 

 
Read more >>  share on:
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Venezuela: Chávez’s Authoritarian Legacy 
 
Hugo Chávez’s presidency (1999-2013) was characterized by a dramatic concentration of power and 
open disregard for basic human rights guarantees.  
 
See the Latest News in the Americas >>  share on:
 

 

 

 

 

Russia: Free Pussy Riot Members – One Year Behind Bars 
 
Russian authorities should immediately and unconditionally free the two members of the feminist punk 
group Pussy Riot who remain behind bars.  
 
See the Latest News in Europe/Central Asia >> share on:
 

 

 

 

22 Children on Death Row in Yemen 
 
Yemen’s government should stop seeking and carrying out the death penalty for child offenders.  
 
Watch the video and hear their stories >>  share on:
 

 

 

 

Good News! - Violence Against Women Act Renewed 
 
Congress came together and put partisan politics aside to protect victims of violence.  
 
See the Latest News in the United States >>  share on:
 

 

 

 

VIDEO  

Yemen: Juvenile offenders face 

execution. Watch Now >>  
 

 

FILM FESTIVAL  

London Film Festival: Meet courageous 

individuals on both sides of the lens. 

Ticket Information >>  
 

GRAPHIC NOVEL  

One day left! Support this innovative 

project and help protect women from 

acid attacks. Support the cause >>  
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Human Rights Watch.  
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