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Witness: Yearning for Freedom in Croatia – Tatjana’s Story
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Tatjana is 47, but she can’t travel to Austria to visit her daughter without permission from her legal guardian. In fact, she 
can’t even leave the town in Croatia where she lives without approval. It’s the same if she wants to move to another 
house, sign an employment contract, or even publish her poems. There’s a lot she can’t do without first seeking 
permission from her guardian. 
 
Tatjana was diagnosed with schizophrenia in her early 30s and has been in and out of psychiatric hospitals since then. 
In 2005 she was forced to live in an institution. She spent nine years there. 
 
Today, Tatjana lives in an apartment in town. And while she can take care of herself, the state still requires a legal 
guardian to hold sway over fundamental life decisions.  
 

 
Read Tatjana's story >>  share on:
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In Mexico, ‘Disappearances’ Response Falls Short 
 
Enforced disappearances and abductions are a human rights crisis of major proportions for Mexico. But 
the Peña Nieto administration has fallen woefully short of its commitment to find out what happened to 
these thousands of missing people, and is now even slashing the budget of the special prosecutors’ unit 
it created to handle these cases.  
 
See the Latest News in the Americas >>  share on:
 

 

 

 

Fixing the United States’ Human Rights Misstep With Vietnam 
By John Sifton 
The Diplomat 
 
The United States government made a mistake this month in relaxing a ban on lethal arms sales and 
transfers to Vietnam — a non-democratic, one-party state with an abysmal human rights record.  
 
See the Latest News in Asia >>  share on:
 

 

 

 

Dispatches: Duvalier’s Victims Still Need Support 
By Amanda Klasing 
 
The death last weekend of former Haitian dictator Jean-Claude Duvalier cut short a historic court case 
that could have brought him to justice for human rights crimes. But Duvalier was not the only defendant 
charged with human rights crimes that include torture, disappearances, and political killings committed 
under his regime.  
 
See the Latest News in the Americas >>  share on:
 

 

 

 

In Crimea, Enforced Disappearances 
 
At least seven people have been forcibly disappeared or gone missing in Crimea since May. Five are 
Crimean Tatars, who, as a group, have generally openly opposed Russia’s annexation of Crimea, and 
two are pro-Ukraine activists.  
 
See the Latest News in Europe/Central Asia >>  share on:
 

 

 

 

VIDEO  

His Victims Won’t Forget: “Baby Doc” 

Duvalier. Watch Now >>  
 

 

VIDEO  

People perceived as pro-Ukraine 

“disappearing” in Crimea. Watch Now 

>>  
 

TWEET of the WEEK  
 

Death toll from overnight clashes in 

#Bangui #CARcrisis at least 12 dead, 

21 wounded, 'likely 2 rise' says red 
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cross, http://bloom.bg/1t4ByyX Follow 

Peter Bouckaert >>  
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