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Dear Supporter, 
 
In a war zone, truth is a valuable commodity – so valuable tyrants will stop at nothing to hide 
it. 
 
This is why the world needs Human Rights Watch researchers, people who stand their ground 
to bring the truth to light. 
 
And this is why they need you. You refuse to look away. I ask that you make a gift now to our 
researchers and to Human Rights Watch. 
 
In August 2013, chemical weapon attacks in Ghouta, Syria exposed innocent victims to the 
deadly nerve agent Sarin. Men, women, and children were frothing at the mouth, gasping for 
air, terrified and helpless. The Syrian government denied involvement. They hoped that in the 
chaos of war, truth would be buried. But Human Rights Watch Emergencies Director Peter 
Bouckaert was able to shine a light into the darkness. 
 
And his work paid off – his team's investigation proved the undeniable likelihood that the 
Syrian government was behind the attacks. 
 
Truths like these bring tyrants to justice – but we need your financial support to continue. 
 
Because of your support, Peter was able to expose the truth to the world. You gave him 
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everything he needed to analyze footage, interview eyewitnesses, and call on weapons experts 
to verify the facts and hold perpetrators like Syrian President Bashar al-Assad to account. 
Peter's work helped galvanize international support to destroy Syria's chemical weapon 
stockpile – one of the last remaining in the world. 
 
You helped us make a fundamental contribution toward the goal of ultimately ridding the world 
of these horrific weapons, nearly 100 years after their first use on the battlefields of World War 
One. 
 
Peter is just one example. But we have more researchers around the world who need your 
support. Without your gift, the truth will never come to light. 
 
We can't do this work without you. 
 
Please give as much as you can today. 
 
Thank you, 

 

 
 
Kenneth Roth 

  Executive Director   

P.S. Even if you're not reading about it in the headlines, our researchers are making impact 
every day. A child's life spared, a woman not raped, a father not murdered. Because of 
you, Human Rights Watch researchers are there, reining in abuses. When injustices 
occur, our researchers ensure victims' voices are heard, their stories are told, and justice 
is pursued. Please make your gift today and be as generous as possible. 

 

Photo Caption: A man breathes through an oxygen mask in the Damascus suburbs of Jesreen after an alleged 
chemical attack on August 21, 2013 
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