
1

Veerle Solia

Van: wit-dd@yahoogroups.com namens 'HERMANS, Ivar P.' 

ivar.hermans@mow.vlaanderen.be [wit-dd] <wit-dd@yahoogroups.com>

Verzonden: vrijdag 30 oktober 2015 10:26

Aan: wit-dd@yahoogroups.com

Onderwerp: Democratie.Nu Doug Casey Explains Why Democracy Is Uncivilized (Casey Daily 

Dispatch - Weekend Edition – 25 Oct 2015)

  

Aansluitend bij mijn vorige post van Doug Casey (dus met dezelfde permissie), 

hier nog eens het libertaire standpunt mét “Amerikaanse” misvatting over wat “democratie” inhoudt en mijn repliek er 

op, ook nog ter bevestiging van mijn op dat moment nog niet gehonoreerd toelatingsverzoek tot publicatie/delen van 

hun materiaal. 

Het leek mij interessant om met deze (gefortuneerde!) “no nonsense”-mens (zoals ik hem leerde kennen in zijn 

publicaties) eens het gesprek te zoeken, mede gezien de potentiële impact van een eventuele (publieke) “nuancering” 

van zijn gedachten. 

Voorlopig ben ik nog zonder reactie op mijn onderstaande repliek, maar dat kan dus ook gebeuren onder de vorm van 

een artikel. Ik houd het zeker in de gaten; abonnementen op zo’n nieuwsbrieven zijn trouwens veel interessanter dan 

op “mainstream” kranten: hun – op “easy money”/winst beluste! – lezerspubliek tracht zich immers (ook) te hoeden 

voor het meegaan in de politiek correcte leugenmachine, gewoon omdat het voor hen niet “opbrengt” om met de 

massa mee te doen. 

Groeten, Ivar 

  

  

Van: HERMANS, Ivar P.  

Verzonden: zondag 25 oktober 2015 18:05 

Aan: 'Casey Research Customer Support' 

Onderwerp: RE: Request received: Request for permission to post an extract of your email on an internet forum in Belgium 

  

L.S. 

  

Thanks for your care. 

  

Meanwhile I read your emailed “Weekend Edition: Doug Casey Explains Why Democracy Is Uncivilized”. 

  

Adding to my request below, I just wanted to remark that the idea of “political representation” is not at all compatible 

with “democracy” (see the definition in my earlier request below), although “the rulers” have the public brain washed 

that way through “their” mass media. It’s a pity that a nice concept like “democracy” gets such a bad name, by what it 
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is abused for. Moreover in the USA there is the scam of “Democrats” as opposed to “Republicans”, all spoiling a 

clear view on the basic concept. 

  

If you really want to learn about how democracy works, you can look at the governmental practice in Switzerland and 

to some extent also in certain states in the USA. There is nothing “uncivilized” with that; that qualification from your 

side triggered my additional reaction as you may well understand. 

  

For libertarians it looks hard to give up some of their freedom and to explicitly consent with a different decision than 

their own opinion (as “best outcome” of a group decision making process), as the “price” to be “paid” for forming a 

community for which you choose to belong to (“social bonus”), rather than having the possibility to “have it your 

way” for everything that is to be agreed with fellow humans. It is not a question of the poor systematically stealing 

from the rich by majority rule, it is the choice/acceptance of forming a group of civilized(!) people, discussing as 

reasonable human beings matters to be decided on between themselves and accepting the outcome of this discussion 

as a necessity for the group to continue to exist. This is basically how a family life works between parents and their 

children living in the same house. Of course when divergence of opinions or your feeling of “injustice”/abuse is too 

large, there is always the possibility for “secession”, i.e.: “voting with your feet” = going away and leave the group. 

Nobody can force you to stay a member of the group, BUT: on earth the human condition seems to be that each 

human has to agree with SOME other people to fulfill his needs and to form groups wherein sometimes you “win” 

and sometimes you “loose” (even between two persons / “parties”, an agreement can never be completely covering all 

possible events and developments: conflicts and discussions are always possible and have to be settled in a humane 

way; conversely as a human being you want to grant a certain confidence to your fellows in a group that you chose, in 

order not to be busy with all details of decision making all the time). 

Of course this is something quite different than the governmental dystopia we are surviving today in the so-called 

“democracies” of the so-called “free world”. 

  

Underpinning ideas can be found in the book “Die Kernpunkte der sozialen Frage in den 

Lebensnotwendigkeiten der Gegenwart und Zukunft” (The clues of the social question in the vital needs of today 

and the future, English translation of the book not known to me) by Austrian(!) philosopher Rudolf Steiner (also see 

“social threefolding” https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Social_threefolding). 

Maybe this proofs to be challenging to broaden your view and to comment on it? 

  

All this also to confirm my request (not taking “no” for an answer from the email mentioned above ;-) 

  

“Democratic” regards, 

Ivar Hermans 

  

## Please reply above this line. Changes below will be lost. ## 

Dear Casey Research subscriber, 

Thank you for contacting us here at Casey Research. I just wanted to let you know, your email has been received and is being reviewed by our 
support staff. If you need to update or add to your request, please reply to this email or simply give us a call.  
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Our subscribers are very important to us. We strive to answer all support requests just as soon as possible. If your email was received on or just 
before a holiday or weekend, please understand that response time may be a bit longer.  

If your email is a question or comment for an editor, rest assured it will be passed along. Please know that all emails to our editors get read, and 

although every attempt is made to respond to them, it’s not always possible to do so. In many cases your question may be answered in the 

content of an upcoming edition of the newsletter, rather than by individual response. 

Thank You, 
Casey Research Customer Support 

Toll Free US and Canada 888-512-2739 

For International Callers 602-445-2736 
Monday-Friday 7:00am-5:00pm (Arizona Time zone) 

  

http://www.caseyresearch.com/articles/weekend-edition-doug-casey-explains-why-democracy-is-

uncivilized 

 

Trouble viewing this e-mail? Click here to read it online 

Weekend Edition: Doug Casey Explains 

Why Democracy Is Uncivilized 
(Interviewed by Louis James, Editor, International Speculator) 

This interview was published on October 22, 2012 

Editor’s Note: In yesterday’s Weekend Edition, Casey Research founder Doug 

Casey explained why he doesn’t vote. In today’s edition, Doug explains why 

Democracy is a total sham… 

Louis James: The idea of political representation is a myth, and a logical 

absurdity. One person can only represent his own opinions - if he’s even 

thought them out. If someone dedicated his life to studying another person, he 

might be able to represent that individual reasonably accurately. But given that 

no two people are completely - or even mostly - alike, it’s completely 

impossible to represent the interests of any group of people. 

Doug: The whole constellation of concepts is ridiculous. This leads us to the 

subject of democracy. People say that if you live in a democracy, you should 

vote. But that begs the question of whether democracy itself is any good. And I 

would say that, no, it’s not. Especially a democracy unconstrained by a 

constitution. That, sadly, is the case in the U.S., where the Constitution is 

100% a dead letter. Democracy is nothing more than mob rule dressed up in a 
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suit and tie. It’s no way for a civilized society to be run. At this point, it’s a 

democracy consisting of two wolves and a sheep voting about what to eat for 

dinner. 

L: Okay, but in our firmly United State of America today, we don’t live in 

your ideal society. It is what it is, and if you don’t vote the bums out, they 

remain in office. What do you say to the people who say that if you don’t vote, 

if you don’t raise a hand, then you have no right to complain about the results 

of the political process? 

Doug: But I do raise a hand, constantly. I try to change things by influencing 

the way people think. I’d just rather not waste my time or degrade myself on 

unethical and futile efforts like voting. Anyway, that argument is more than 

fallacious, it’s ridiculous and spurious. Actually, only the non-voter does have 

a right to complain - it’s the opposite of what they say. Voters are assenting to 

whatever the government does; a nonvoter can best be compared to someone 

who refuses to join a mob. Only he really has the right to complain about what 

they do. 

-- 

L: Okay then, if the ethical man shouldn’t vote in the national elections 

coming up, what should he do? 

Doug: I think it’s like they said during the war with Vietnam: Suppose they 

gave a war, and nobody came? I also like to say: Suppose they levied a tax, 

and nobody paid? And at this time of year: Suppose they gave an election, and 

nobody voted? 

The only way to truly delegitimize a corrupt system is by not voting. When 

tin-plated dictators around the world have their rigged elections, and people 

stay home in droves, even today’s “we love governments of all sorts” 

international community won’t recognize the results of the election. 

L: Delegitimizing evil…and without coercion, or even force. That’s a beautiful 

thing, Doug. I’d love to see the whole crooked, festering, parasitical mass in 

Washington - and similar places - get a total vote of no confidence. 

Doug: Indeed. Now, I realize that my not voting won’t make that happen. My 

not voting doesn’t matter any more than some naïve person’s voting does. But 

at least I’ll know that what I did was ethical. You have to live with yourself. 

That’s only possible if you try to do the right thing. 

L: At least you won’t have blood on your hands. 

Doug: That’s exactly the point. 

L: A friendly amendment: You do staunchly support voting with your feet. 



5

Doug: Ah, that’s true. Unfortunately, the idea of the state has spread over the 

face of the earth like an ugly skin disease. All of the governments of the world 

are, at this point, growing in extent and power - and rights violations - like 

cancers. But still, that is one way I am dealing with the problem; I’m voting 

with my feet. When the going gets tough, the tough get going. It’s idiotic to sit 

around like a peasant and wait to see what they do to you. 

To me, it makes much more sense to live as a perpetual tourist, staying no 

more than six months of the year in any one place. Tourists are courted and 

valued, whereas residents and citizens are viewed as milk cows. And before 

this crisis is over, they may wind up looking more like beef cows. Entirely 

apart from that, it keeps you from getting into the habit of thinking like a 

medieval serf. And I like being warm in the winter, and cool in the summer. 

-- 

L: And, as people say: “What if everyone did that?” Well, you’d see people 

migrating towards the least predatory states where they could enjoy the most 

freedom, and create the most wealth for themselves and their posterity. That 

sort of voting with your feet could force governments to compete for citizens, 

which would lead to more places where people can live as they want. It could 

become a worldwide revolution fought and won without guns. 

Doug: That sounds pretty idealistic, but I do believe this whole sick notion of 

the nation-state will come to an end within the next couple generations. It 

makes me empathize with Lenin when he said, “The worse it gets, the better it 

gets.” Between jet travel, the Internet, and the bankruptcy of governments 

around the world, the nation-state is a dead duck. As we’ve discussed before, 

people will organize into voluntary communities we call phyles. 

L: That’s the name given to such communities by science fiction author Neal 

Stephenson in his book The Diamond Age, which we discussed in our 

conversation on Speculator’s Fiction. Well, we’ve talked quite a bit; what 

about investment implications? 

Doug: First, don’t expect anything that results from this U.S. election to do 

any real, lasting good. And if, by some miracle, it did, the short-term 

implications would be very hard economic times. What to do in either case is 

what we write about in our big-picture newsletter, The Casey Report. 

More important, however, is to have a healthy and useful psychological 

attitude. For that, you need to stop thinking politically, stop wasting time on 

elections, entitlements, and such nonsense. You’ve got to use all of your time 

and brainpower to think economically. That’s to say, thinking about how to 

allocate your various intellectual, personal, and capital assets, to survive the 

storm, and even thrive, if you play your cards right. 

L: Very good. I like that: Think economically, not politically. Thanks, Doug! 
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Doug: My pleasure. 

Doug Casey is a multi-millionaire speculator and the founder of Casey 

Research. He literally wrote the book on profiting during economic turmoil. 

Doug’s book, Crisis Investing, spent multiple weeks as number one on the 

New York Times bestseller list and was the best-selling financial book of 1980. 

Doug has been a regular guest on national television, including spots on CNN, 

Merv Griffin, Charlie Rose, Regis Philbin, Phil Donahue, and NBC News. 

Doug and his team of analysts write The Casey Report, one of the world’s 

most respected investment research services. 
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