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Many products at Ikea are
more expensive in Belgium
than any other neighbour-
ing country, according to
research carried out by
the European Consumer
Centre
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At 579 years old, Leuven 1s the oldest
remaining Catholic university in Europe
and a hotbed of mnovative research, from

unborn babies to genocide

e honest, the first thing
B that strikes you when

youre in Leuven is just
how many good-looking young
people there are in town. Only
then do you notice the gorgeous
architecture.  After that, it
becomes quickly evident that
Leuven is also crammed full of
bars.
With over 32, 000 students at the
local university, it’s not surpris-
ing. And with no enclosed
campus, their energy spills
out all over the town. They are
everywhere - speeding past on
bikes on their way to lectures,
lolling in the squares and by the
canals, hunting and gathering in

SAFFINA RaNA

packs at the supermarkets and
talking at the top of their voices
in loud cafes after dark, come
rain or shine.

Around 3,500 of these bright
young things are international
students enrolled on the numer-
ous programmes that the local
Catholic University of Leuven
(KUL) offers in English - mainly
masters, doctoral and post-doc-
toral research. Compared along-
side the top 500 universities in
the world, KUL comes in at a
respectable number 72. Within
Europe, it is currently ranked
23rd out of 199 universities.

wsp continued on page 5

Leuven University in top 100

The Catholic University of Leuven
(KUL) is for the third year running
the only Belgian university to figure
in the top 100 list compiled by The
Times newspaper. The KUL ad-
vanced seven places on last year's
ranking to finish in 65th place.

The universities on the list were
gach given points regarding staff-
student ratios, number of interna-
tional staff, number of published
articles by staff cited in journals and
number of international students. As
aways, Harvard University heads
the list with an overall score of 100.
Cambridge comes next with 99.6,
followed by Yale with 99.1. Leuven
scored 74.2, with its advantages

outweighed by a very low score on
staff-student ratios.

Leuven's French-speaking coun-
terpart, the Catholic University of
Louvain-la-Neuve, is the next Bel-
gian establishment to figure on the
list, in 126th place. Others on the
list are Ghent (136), Antwerp (177)
and the Free University of Brussels
ULB (197).

Flemish commentators argued that
four UK universities reached the top
six partly because of the way that
higher education is organised and
financed in that country. Oxford
and Cambridge, for example, can
select from a huge pool of poten-
tial students, which means they get
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Giga contract ........ 6

The Flemish energy com-
pany Enfinity has signed a
multi-billion euro contract
with the People’s Republic
of China to supply the Asian
country’s first ever solar
energy park
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the best students, according to Eric
Spruyt of Antwerp University. In ad-
dition, those universities are allowed
to spend the high tuition fees they
charge on their own research and
staff costs, while in Flanders there
is no monetary link between stu-
dent numbers and income. “While
we're bringing in more students,
our budget is not going up,” Spruyt
said.

The rankings are a matter of pres-
tige to those universities that feature
on the list, said Leuven vice-rector
Peter Marynen. “Our place in the
rankings will certainly play a role in
attracting international staff and ex-
change students,” he said. ¢

Prom night ..........

The Night of the Proms is
celebrating 25 years of fus-
ing pop with classical and
engaging multiple genera-
tions. Our music critic goes

over the line-up
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The Netherlands agrees to flood

Westerschelde polder

Dutch prime minister bows to the inevitable

The dredging of the Westerschelde
- the sea channel approach to
the Port of Antwerp - can now
go ahead following the Dutch
governments decision last week
to flood the Hedwigepolder in
Zeeland province. The decision
brings to an end weeks of tension
between the Dutch and Flemish
governments over this issue. But
Dutch prime minister Jan Peter
Balkenende made it clear that
he was agreeing reluctantly and
described his “disappointment” at
being unable to save the polder.

The flooding of the Hertogin
Hedwigepolder is the result of

ALan Hope

a plan to protect wildlife in the
Scheldt estuary - an impor-
tant location providing feeding
and breeding grounds for water-
fowl. But it has struck a sensitive
chord with the Dutch - especially
Zeelanders - since the reclaim-
ing of polder land from the sea is a
centuries-old tradition. Moreover,
many people still remember the
terrible storms in 1953 in which
more than 1,800 people died after
the dikes broke.

wsp  cONtinued on page 3
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- The cover of our student guide on page 7
._— features what has become the icon of the
~. Catholic University of Leuven: a giant fly,
= based on the controversial sculpture by
Flemish artist Jan Fabre, which you find

in front of the university library.

' The cover was designed by Bart Schoofs,
an artist/illustrator/cartoonist based in
Kessel-Lo. When he’s not busy painting,
drawing or spending hours on the internet
pretending to be looking for inspiration,
. Bart plays the ukulele, bakes bread and

— sits on the toilet reading non-fiction
= books.

= http://brfvrkn.blogspot.com
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Teachers in the Dutch-speaking
schools of Brussels will not be receiv-
ing a premium to encourage young
teachers to come and work to the capi-
tal, accordingto the office of education
minister Pascal Smet. The premium,
intended to overcome a general reluc-
tance among teachers to move to the
city, has been awaited for some time,
but budget savings are being blamed
for what ministry sources stressed is a
postponement only.

Surgeons at the Salvator hospital in
Hasselt carried out two jawbone
implants with grafts grown from
the patients own stem cells, the
hospital announced last week. The
implants are grown from bone
marrow extracted from the patient’s
hip, which is then mixed with artifi-
cial bone to form new jawbone mate-
rial. In old-style transplants, parts of
the hip-bone itself was used, which
led to pain and long recovery times.
The new transplants can be done in
a day clinic, the hospital said, and the
patients suffer “no significant pain”

The new DVD release of top VRT
series Van viees en bloed (Of Meat
and Blood), which is set in a butcher’s
shop, goes on sale this week - in 270
butchers. The series, starring Lucas
Van den Eynde and Koen De Graeve,
reached audiences of more than 1.6
million when it was broadcast earlier
this year. The three-disc set will also
be available at conventional DVD
outlets.

Voting in this Sundays (18 Octo-
ber) Oosterweel referendum is not
compulsory under Belgiums elec-
toral laws — and the Flemish govern-
ment has made it clear that the results
will not be legally binding. The refer-
endum is intended to break the dead-
lock between supporters and oppo-
nents of a viaduct that would run
above parts of Antwerps inner city
in order to close the ring road. But
polls show that most voters favour
a tunnel instead of a viaduct, which
runs contrary to the government’s
position. All Antwerp residents over
the age of 16 are eligible to vote, bring-
ing the total electorate to 390,000 -
70,000 more than in a normal elec-
tion, where the voting age is 18.

Flemish cinema owners have
protested at a promotion by Humo
magazine in which readers receive
free tickets to the hit Flemish film De
helaasheid der dingen (The Misfortu-
nates). The tickets are only valid in
the Kinepolis cinema chain, leading
to what the industry federation called
“abuse of power” and a breach of fair
competition rules.

Father Damien canonised

Barack Obama praised the man who built a community
for leprosy sufferers

(I'to 1) Parliament chairman Patrick Dewael, Queen Paola, King Albert Il and prime minister Herman Van
Rompuy during the Vatican ceremony

Father Jozef De Veuster, otherwise known as Father Damien, was
declared a saint by the Roman Catholic Church at a ceremony on 11
October in the Vatican. Born in 1840 in Tremelo, near Leuven, Father
Damien is the patron saint of lepers, those suffering from leprosy, now
usually referrerd to as Hansen’s disease. Damien is also considered the
spiritual patron for HIV/AIDS patients and “outcasts”

Present at the ceremony, together with an estimated 2,500 Belgians
who had made the pilgrimage to Rome, were the king and queen,
prime minister Herman Van Rompuy and other Christian Democrat
members of the federal government. The ceremony was attended by 128
members of the De Veuster family, as well as about 550 people from
Hawaii, where Father Damien cared for those suffering from leprosy in
the 19th century before dying from the disease himself at the age of 49.

US President Barack Obama, who was born in Hawaii, issued a state-
ment: “I wish to express my deep admiration for the life of Blessed
Damien de Veuster. I also want to convey my best wishes to the King-
dom of Belgium and its people, who are proud to count Fr Damien
among their great citizens.”

President Obama continued: “Fr Damien has also earned a special place
in the hearts of Hawaiians. I recall many stories from my youth about
his tireless work there to care for those suffering from leprosy, who had
been cast out. Following in the steps of Jesus’ ministry to the lepers, Fr
Damien challenged the stigmatising effects of disease, giving voice to
the voiceless and ultimately sacrificing his own life to bring dignity to
so many.

Four others were also sainted at Sunday’s ceremony: the French nun
Jeanne Jugan (born 1792) founded the order of the Little Sisters of the
Poor, Francesco Coll y Guitart (born 1812) was a Dominican priest,
Rafael Arnaiz Baron (born 1911) was a Spanish mystic and Trappist
monk, while Zygmunt Felinski (born 1822) was archbishop of Warsaw
and founder of the Franciscan Sisters of the Family of Mary.

= www.damiaan2009.be

A committee of architecture and

urban planning experts has given
a negative opinion on a futuris-
tic design for the new headquar-
ters of the Antwerp port author-
ity, designed by Zaha Hadid. The
British architect won a competition
with her proposal - a 46-metre high
diamond-shaped building resem-
bling a hovering spacecraft. The
building will cost €31 million and
take until 2013 to complete. City
alderman for port affairs Marc Van
Peel said the committee’s opinion
would not prevent the project from
going ahead.

The oeuvre of James Ensor consists
of 850 paintings, according to a new
catalogue published by Mercator-

fonds. The latest inventory includes
a number of discoveries made since
the Ostend artists work was last
catalogued in 1992. This year is the
60th anniversary of Ensors death,
and next year the 150th anniversary
of his birth. The largest exhibition
ever devoted to the artist outside of
Belgium closed last month in New
Yorks Museum of Modern Art
(MoMA) and opens in Paris’ Musée
d'Orsay next week.

Correction

In our article on childbirth in
Flanders last month, we wrote
that the guide Having Your Baby
in Belgium was free. It in fact
costs €10. A new sixth edition
is due at the end of November,
published by the Community
Help Service, www.chsbelgium.
org.
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number of times Belgium has been reprimanded by the European
Court of Justice in Luxembourg, the latest time in a case involving
the slow implementation of a law on money-laundering
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Dredging of the Scheldt could begin in February

wsp continued from page 1

The dredging of the Westerschelde
was agreed between the two
governments in a 2005 treaty. The
approach is crucial to Antwerp’s
shipping traffic, but the passage is
silting up and requires dredging at
12 important points. The depth of
the channel’s draft also needs to be
increased to allow the new gener-
ation of giant container ships to
reach Antwerp.

The idea of flooding polder
land was in the Dutch govern-
ment’s original plans, but last
April Balkenende’s government
suddenly changed its mind, scrap-
ping the flooding plan and focus-
ing instead on creating estuarine
marches outside the sea dikes.
Two nature organisations argued
that this would not offer protec-
tion for wildlife and took a case
to the Council of State, which
ordered a stop to the plan.

The Hague government has now
bowed to the inevitable and
accepted that flooding is the only
way it can fulfil its environmental
obligations and appease its Flem-

of jobs for medical staff in
Belgiums prisons are filled.
Of the required 195 nursing
staff, only 144 are filled. At
Vorst prison, just over one-
half of jobs are filled

loan defaulters among the
population, including 12,344

ish treaty partners.

But Dutch-Flemish relations have
suffered as a result of the court-
ordered delay. The Dutch were
not only being blamed for back-
ing out on a promise, but also
accused of doing so for commer-
cial gain, since super-contain-
ers that could not reach Antwerp
would be attracted by the Dutch
port of Rotterdam.

Kris Peeters, whose portfolio
as Flemish minister-president
includes the ports, made diplo-
matic but stern overtures to his
Dutch counterpart. Meanwhile,
Antwerp politicians Annick De
Ridder and Ludo Van Campen-
hout met with equal measures
of ridicule and populist support
when they proposed a boycott on
Zeeland mussels and oysters.

At the weekend, all parties were
keen to congratulate them-
selves on the “breakthrough’, as
De Standaard called it. But real
results could still be many months
away as the Dutch government’s

who are more than a year in arrears. At the end of September,
4.88 million people had one or more credit arrangements in place,
including mortgages (29%), hire-purchase (19%) and credit cards

(47%)

age of Simone Lenaerts, who last week won the annual prize for a
debut novel, entitled Zeewater is zout, zeggen ze (They Say Seawa-
ter is Salty). The average age for first-time novelists is now 45

sentence for a man from Harelbeke who stole the “Holy Thorn”
relic from the local Sint-Salvators church. He was also fined

€5,500

employees who would turn up for work even when sick, according
to a survey by temp agency Accountemps. The figures for other
countries were higher: 58% in the US, 59% in Austria and 67% in

the Czech Republic

newspapers handed out in classrooms during last year’s Kranten
in Klas (Newspapers in class) action, which involved 156,434
secondary and sixth-year primary pupils. This years 10-week

action started last week

cost to the city of Antwerp for next weekend’s referendum on the
so-called Lange Wapper road-link proposal. The total includes
€35,000 for catering on the day, €70,000 for publishing a brochure
and €235,000 for sending out ballots

number of participants in this year’s month-long action to encour-
age people to shop by bicycle. The action collected 2,268 million
savings stamps, according to organisers Bond Beter Leefmilieu
(Better Environment Union)

Local people protested at plans for the ontpoldering, or flooding of the land

decision has to be supported by
the parliament. The Council of
State’s suspension of the dredg-
ing has to be overturned, and the
owner of the Hedwigepolder -
ironically a West Flanders busi-
nessman named Gery De Cloedt
- has to be convinced to sell the
land, either at the price offered by
the Dutch (“a good offer;” accord-
ing to Dutch agriculture minister

Ikea costs more in Belgium

Shopping in kea is 22% more ex-
pensive than in neighbouring coun-
tries, according to a study carried out
by the European Consumer Centre
(ECO).

The ECC compared the prices of 20
items from the Swedish retail giant's
latest catalogues in Belgium, France,
the Netherlands, Germany and Britain.
Belgium emerged as the most expen-
sive, with France the cheapest. In one
case, the difference was enormous:
the basic Factum/Adel kitchen costs
€535 in France, whereas in Belgium
you will pay €1,099 — more than
double the price.

Belgium overall was 22% more ex-
pensive than France, far ahead of the
Netherlands (14% dearer), Germany
(2%) and the UK (1%). But it's not all
bad news for the Belgian consumer: a
Verksam office chair costs 12% less
here than in France, and the Antilop

Scouts go missing

Ten African scouts — seven from
Uganda and three from Burundi
— went missing this summer from
an international scout camp called
Flamboree, which was being held in
Sint-Joris-Weert, Flemish  Brabant.
The camp, which started in early Au-
gust, attracted 1,300 scouts from 36
countries. The missing scouts were all
of adult age and came here on short-
stay visas.

The phenomenon is not new. Six
years ago a number of African scouts
vanished during Flamboree, and in
2002 six Cuban volleyball players
went missing during a sporting tour in
Sint-Niklaas. In 2004, 12 members
of the Congo military on a training

Gerda Verburg) or via a compul-
sory purchase.

De Cloedt has said he will take
any legal steps needed to keep
from losing his land. As Flanders
Today went to press, one local
paper predicted that work could
start as early as February, but this
might prove to be an optimistic
forecast.*

children's chair is 20% cheaper.

lkea admitted it adjusts its prices to
local markets but pointed out that
consumers are free to shop across
borders. Prices depend on a number
of factors, such as local fashions, the
popularity of some products and the
existence of strong local competitors,
which can push prices down,

“We have always been very transpar-
ent about our prices,” said spokes-
man Gerard Bos. And indeed, the
ECC admitted it had chosen lkea
for its exercise in comparison simply
because the company provides so
much information on prices.

The company also criticised the sam-
ple size of the survey. “We have more
than 6,000 items in our catalogue.
Twenty products is only a fraction of
that,” Bos said. ¢

= www.ikea.be

mission in the Ardennes also vanished
into illegal immigration. And in March
this year the city of Ostend decided
to cancel exchange plans with its twin
city of Banjul in Gambia when three
teachers went missing.

Organisers of sporting and cultural
exchanges pointed out that the pro-
cedure for bringing foreign visitors
into Belgium is complicated, involving
screening of all candidates, advance
payments and proof of ties to the
homeland. One in five visas applied
from across the world is refused,
while for certain immigration-sensitive
areas like African countries the pro-
portion can be as high as one-half. ¢

Anua OTTE

That email

Some seemingly innocent trans-
actions become legendary in
Belgian politics. There is for
instance that phone call that
took place between Johan Van
Hecke, president of the Christian
Democrat CD&V in the 1990s,
and Stefaan De Clerck, who held
the same function at the begin-
ning of this century. Van Hecke
assured De Clerck of his loyalty.
At the end of the conversation,
though, the line stayed open, and
De Clerck overheard another
conversation between Van Hecke
and Open VLD president Karel
De Gucht, who were celebrating
the planned transfer of a number
of CD&V defectors.

The incident proved traumatic
to both De Clerck and CD&V.
Never before had a party been
so openly destabilised from the
outside. Some - especially within
Open VLD - even believed this
would mean the end of the Chris-
tian Democrats as a major factor
in Flemish politics. It wasn't: with
both the prime minister and the
Flemish minister-president as
Christian Democrats, CD&V is
now firmly back in the lead. But
some of its prominent members
still shudder when they think
back to this episode.

And now there is that email.
Last week a private exchange of
messages between socialist SPA
party president Caroline Gennez
and some ofher intimates became
public. Someone had apparently
stolen the printouts from her
desk; next thing she knew; they
were published in De Standaard.
In the email, a personal friend
advised Gennez on how she
should break the news to some of
the hopefuls who were to become
new Flemish ministers.

The mail raises some questions.
First of all, who is this friend - a
complete unknown to most of
Gennezs fellow socialists? More-
over, it shows the ugly backside
of politics, saying, for example,
that Bert Anciaux, who was left
empty handed after the June elec-
tion, should be compensated by
becoming alderman in the city of
Brussels. It also speaks of fellow
party members in quite derog-
atory terms and touches on the
sensitive issue of Frank Vanden-
broucke, who Gennez ignored
when it came to ministerial
posts.

This situation has awakened old
demons and unresolved issues in
a party that is at its lowest ebb in
decades. Nothing in the mail is
all that new to Belgian politics,
but the insulting language and
wheeling-and-dealing are rarely
exposed so publicly.

Eight years ago, Stefaan De Cerck
suffered badly from that phone
call. He survived, though, and is
now justice minister. But he will
never be remembered as a strong

party leader.
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Learning from lL.euven

Criminal justice and medicine

top research projects

wep continued from page 1

UL currently has over 1,000
B research projects going on
in just about every subject
you can think of, from the natu-
ral sciences to theology, philoso-
phy and law. Two particular areas
that are contributing to a deeper
understanding of the times and
offering up new ways to tackle old
problems are in the areas of crimi-
nal justice and medicine.

When it comes to crime, the
70-strong professors and assist-
ants at the Leuven Institute of
Criminology are investigating a
diverse range of issues from the
role that governments play in
the global trafficking of heroin,
to more home-policy orientated
areas, such as the prevention of
youth delinquency in Dutch-
and French-speaking regions of
Belgium.

Since its creation in 2007, the
institute has been receiving inter-
national acclaim for its work on
political crime and human rights
violations. Much of the work
focuses on how countries and
new governments can deal with
the aftermath of violent conflict
and mass atrocities such as geno-
cide and rape.

Stephan Parmentier, a profes-
sor and head of the department
of criminal law and criminology,
has a track record in research-
ing restorative justice processes,
especially “truth and reconcilia-
tion commissions” — which offer
victims and offenders an opportu-

nity to face past events.

His latest work investigates how
those processes formed in the
1990s in the wake of apartheid in
South Africa might be applied in
post-conflict areas. These include
Bosnia-Herzegovina and Serbia,
where human rights abuses took
place on a large scale during the
dissolution of Yugoslavia in the
1990s.

The research involves in-depth
interviews with 800 victims and

perpetrators in Bosnia and Serbia
on ways of seeking truth and
accountability. “We try to analyse
and understand what is going
on. One of the side effects of the
research is to generate debate. It is
of great relevance to the society in
question,” says Parmentier.
However, he cautions that the
researchers don’t have too much
influence. “We try to be very
careful in not steering a partic-
ular process in one direction or
another because we think it’s not
our role. That should be dealt
with by local people, local NGOs
and local government, rather than
foreign researchers,” he says.

In South Africa, the government
has been receptive to Parmenti-
er’s work and has recently asked
the research team for more input.
This hasn’t happened at govern-
mental level in Bosnia or Serbia.
“It may have to do with their wari-
ness to involve foreign research-
ers or the international commu-
nity in general in the Balkans,
says Parmentier. However, the
research is being taken up by local
NGOs discussing the formation
of a regional truth commission.

Parmentier’s team is now setting
out to investigate how the prin-
ciples of restorative justice might
apply to the ongoing conflict in
Colombia. Still in the early stages,
they are aiming at holding 50
in-depth interviews with victims

“These people are not always
the nicest, but if they are
willing to talk, then it's a unique
opportunity to understand why
they joined the violent gangs,
how they view the conflict and
how they see their own future.”

and offenders. “The offenders
are paramilitaries, ex-paramili-
taries and ex-guerrillas,” explains
Parmentier. “There’s a security
issue involved here of course, as
these people are not always the
nicest, but if they are willing to
talk, then it's a unique oppor-
tunity to understand why they
joined the violent gangs in the
first place, how they view the
conflict and how they see their
own future”

Research at Leuven focuses on-the aftermath of mass atrocities, such as the
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The picture shows the burial of 465 Bosnian victims in 2007

Higher hopes for new lives

When it comes to medical tech-
nology, some advances move
faster than others. For exam-
ple, ultrasound scanning of preg-
nant mothers has become a wide-
spread practice all over the world,
and fatal abnormalities in unborn
babies can now be detected at a
very early stage using ultrasound
and magnetic resonance imaging
(MRI) techniques. However, early
detection doesn’t always mean
that a fatality can be prevented.
Complications like a rip (hernia)
in the baby’s diaphragm can limit
the growth of the baby’s lungs and
drastically reduce its chances of
survival once it is born.

Butateam of doctors from Leuven,
London and Barcelona, led by Jan
Deprest, professor of foetal medi-
cine at the university’s Gasthuis-
berg hospital, has pioneered a
technique using keyhole surgery
and a small balloon that triggers
the baby’s lungs to grow while it
is still in its mother’s womb, and
raises its chance of survival by up
to 60%.

“The technique is born out of our
frustration that babies still die
because their lungs are too small,”
says Deprest. Doctors have known
for years that restricting the wind-
pipe makes the lungs grow. “Since
an unborn baby breathes through
its placenta and not its lungs, we
were looking for a way to get in
and put something in the wind-
pipe to close it. But it had to be
something you can easily take out
again so that the baby can breathe

after birth. It also had to be mini-
mally invasive,” explains Deprest.

Deprest and his team came up
with the idea of using a balloon,
and perfected the technique on
rats and mice for several years to
be certain it could really work with
humans. They do it by inserting a
plastic tube through a tiny 3mm
incision in the wall of the moth-
ers uterus. A miniscule 1.2mm
camera is then passed through
the tube, letting the surgeon find
the mouth of the baby. A catheter
loaded with a very small detach-
able latex balloon is then passed
through the baby’s mouth to its
windpipe. The balloon is gently
inflated just under the vocal chord
to block the windpipe.

The whole procedure, which takes
just 8-10 minutes, is the outcome
of many years of research. “It has
taken 10 to 15 years to perfect it to
this,” notes Deprest.

The technique is not without
problems. It can cause premature
delivery, and surgeons will only
offer the operation as a last resort.
“Using ultrasound and MRI, we
make a considerable effort to know
very accurately which babies will
not survive without the proce-
dure. We only offer the procedure
if there is a less than 20% chance
that the baby will survive,” says
Deprest.

“If we can get the pregnancy to 32
weeks [with the balloon in place]
the baby has a 50-60% chance of
surviving,” says Deprest. “It still
means that 40% of parents will
lose their baby. It's psychologically
very tough for parents”

When the baby is ready to be born,

iIIig of Bosnian Muslims in Srebrenica in 1995.

unblocking the windpipe is easy.
“The nice thing about the balloon
is that you can pop it with a needle,
and the baby can be born,” says
Deprest. After the birth, an opera-
tion to mend the actual hernia can
then be carried out.

The research has been part-funded
by public money from the EU
Framework research programme.
Since the instruments required to
carry out the operation are highly
specialised and designed partic-
ularly for the procedure, the EU
has also invested in a company to
manufacture them. “It’s taxpayer’s
money that has made all this possi-
ble, because nobody is interested
in solutions for rare diseases,” says
Deprest.

In Europe, the technique is only
offered in Leuven, Barcelona and
London. Leuven is the largest
centre to offer it, and the Flem-
ish government now subsidises
housing for overseas parents who
need the operation. “The proce-
dure requires a highly-specialised
team, so patients need to stay until
the balloon is out before they can
go back for delivery to their home
country, says Deprest. They also
need to stay in case of a premature
delivery, which with the balloon
would prove complicated in their
home countries.

Deprest has performed a total
of 250 operations, and the tech-
nique has now been adopted in
the United States at the Children’s
Hospital of Philadelphia. Here,
Deprest is joining a research effort
to find other ways to simulate lung
growth. ¢

= www.kuleuven.be




job vacancies currently unfilled in Flan-
ders, the lowest level for nearly three
years. In September last year the figure
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= 33,508

was almost 48,000

Enfinity signs €8 billion contract
with China

Flemish company to provide China’s first solar energy park

he Waregem-based energy com-

pany Enfinity announced last week
that it had won a contract to develop
large-scale solar energy projects in
China. The contract is reported to be
worth €8 billion over 10 years.
Earlier this year, Enfinity, which has
been in business for only four years,
announced it would build China's
first solar energy park, generating
10 mW, in Dunhuang province — a
contract worth €27 million. Under
the contract, the company will set up
a joint venture with the state-owned
China Guandong Nuclear Power Cor-
poration (CGNPC).
Now CGNPC has come back to
Enfinity for the development of two
more projects, each of which is 100
times larger than the Dunhuang in-
stallation. The projects will run for 10
years and, while overall costs cannot
accurately be estimated at this stage,
Enfinity did confirm that the Chinese
were talking about “a figure with nine
zeroes”. The two parks will have a
peak capacity each of 2,000 mW —
200 times larger than Dunhuang.

Last week, contracts were ex-
changed between the company and
CGNPC at the Hertoginnedal palace
in eastern Brussels (where some of
the nation’s most important political
events take place) in the presence of
prime minister Herman Van Rompuy
and Chinese vice president Xi Jin-
ping.

Enfinity achieved sales last year of
€83 million, far short of its declared
ambition to reach €1 billion within
five years. The ambitious target now
looks much closer to being real-
ised. The company employs 130,
including newly-installed CEO Hans
De Backer, formerly of Fortis. His
engagement was meant to allow co-
founders Gino Van Neer and Patrick
Decuyper to shift their focus from
management to international devel-
opment.

e Meanwhile, the installation of do-
mestic solar panels has tripled in
Flanders over the past year, but the
surge will not be enough to en-
able the region to reach its target of
6% green energy, according to the

electricity and gas market regulator
VREG. The growth in panels, from
about 12,000 in 2008 to more than
35,000 in 2009, is largely a result
of public subsidies: homeowners
can apply for a municipal subsidy
of around €500, as well as getting
tax relief on a maximum investment
annually of €3,600. Owners are are
given certificates for every 1,000
KW hours they generate, which can
be exchanged with power genera-

ALan Hore

tors like Electrabel for €450 each.
Last week, innovation minister Ingrid
Lieten opened Flanders' largest so-
lar power park in Lommel, Limburg
province. The park has a peak ca-
pacity of 1,700 kW, and most of the
power generated will be consumed
by Sibelco, a minerals company that
owns the land on which the park is
installed. ¢

E-invoice is “a green hype” says industry

Higher VAT on building
land demanded

Belgium has been ordered to apply a single VAT
tariff to all building land, forcing an increase in
the VAT paid in Flanders from 10% to 21%, and !
in Brussels and Wallonia from 12.5% to 21.%. !
At present, buyers of new-build homes pay 21%, |
which the EU Commission has ruled is discrimi- !
natory. On several occasions, the federal govern- !
ment has been asked to adapt its rates to remove !

the discrimination.

The new rules, once applied, would lead to new !
negotiations on how the federal government and |
the regions divide up the tax revenue. At present,
Flanders and the other regions levy a “registra- !
tion tax” on building land, while VAT goes to the !

federal government.

The Building Confederation,

the increased VAT.+
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meanwhile, !
expressed fears for job prospects if the govern- |
ment were to essentially double VAT on land.
Because of the economic crisis and job uncer- :
tainty across industry, the number of building !
permits for new homes has fallen this year by i
17%. An increase in the tax burden on new build-
ing would cause that slide to get worse as prospec- 1
tive homeowners either opted for existing houses
or deferred construction until better economic !
times. The construction industry is now awaiting
measures from the government to compensate for |

Wood chips from waste wood go to make pulp for paper

A switch to generalised electronic invoic-
ing, which environmental activists say
would be cheaper, more sustainable and
less damaging to the environment, would
not save a single tree, according to the
Paper Chain Forum (PCF), which repre-
sents the paper industry in Belgium.

Paper production in Europe fell by 16%
in the last half of 2008 and the first half of
2009, to a total of 95 million tonnes. Part
of that is due to the economic crisis and
a lower demand by the printed media in
the absence of advertising revenue. Part,
though, is due to an increasing use of the
internet by businesses.

The paper industry, PCF spokesman Firmin
Frangois said, recognises the utility of elec-
tronic communications for their efficiency,
but the ecological arguments for e-commu-

nications are “false” Contrary to popular
belief, he said, trees are not chopped down
to make paper and switching to electronics
“wouldn’t save a single tree”.

Recycled paper as a raw material accounts
for at least half of all paper production in
Europe, Francois said, with the share in
Belgium at 58%. Wood fibres are obtained
from the waste produced in logging along
with offcuts from sawmills.

"People who buy kitchens never ask if
they're the cause of deforestation,” Frangois
said. “But they do if they use paper. Busi-
nesses should tell consumers the real reason
for switching over to electronic commu-
nications, which is the lower cost. But of
course thats not as sexy as surfing on the
green wave. In fact it’s nothing more than
pure marketing”¢

o)
O

Banking e Dexia

Belgo-French  financial institu-
tion Dexia — which specialises in
the financing of local authorities
— is poised to sell its 20% minority
stake in the French Credit du Nord
bank to Société Générale. The deal
is worth some €500 million.

Brewing e AB InBev

Leuven-based beer group AB InBev
has signed an agreement to sell its
theme parks across the United States
to the Blackstone investment group
for up to $2.7 billion. The theme
parks, including three Seaworld
centres, were part of the Anheuser-
Busch group acquired last year by
InBev in a $52 billion takeover. The
company has also finalised the sale
of its beer-can production unit to
the US Metal Container Corpora-
tion for some $577 million.

Chemicals ¢ Solvay

Chemical and plastics group Solvay
has signed a joint venture agree-
ment with the Chinese Huatai
company to build a plant in Shan-
dong province with a production
capacity of 50,000 tonnes of hydro-
gen peroxide per year. The new
facility is expected to open in 2011.

Drink ¢ Coca Cola

US-based soft drinks giant Coca
Cola is to build a €12 million
research and development centre
in Anderlecht, south-west Brussels,
close to its existing facilities. The
centre — which will service up to 108
countries in its European, Eurasian
and African divisions - is expected
to open in April next year.

Foam e Recticel

Polyurethane foam producer Recti-
cel has sold 50.6% of its Dutch
Corpura affiliate to Advanced
Medical Solutions in the UK.
Corpura specialises in hydrophilic
foams used in cosmetics and body
care products.

Insurance e Fortis Holding

The insurance company Fortis
Holding has sold Fortis Luxem-
bourg IARD to the Swiss La Béloise.
The division is responsible for non-
life insurance activities.

Pharma e Tigenix

Leuven-based pharmaceutical
company Tigenix has won approval
from the EU Commission to start
selling its ChondroCelect knee
cartilage regeneration medicine in
the European Union.

Retail » Delhaize

The  Brussels-based  retailing
company Delhaize has made a $425
million bid to acquire 214 super-
markets belonging to the failed
US Bi-Lo retailing group. The
move will significantly strengthen
Delhaize’s activities in the south-
eastern part of the United States
and bring the group’s total number
of stores in the region to well over
1,500. Bi-Lo filed for Chapter 11
bankruptcy protection earlier this
year, a victim of the credit crunch.
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915 METER MARY

What's that? Alemale version of Rio de Janero? A medicval fartress?
No, this i the KEIZERSBERG ABBEY and the giant statue of the
Wirgin Mary is abways wanching over us. The Benedictine monks will
let you sheep here for © 23 /fnight, but you have 1o promise 10 g0 w0
chisrch with the monks at least once 3 day, Now THAT's acting bke
a (very old) local,

mHIPFE STPLACE IN TOWN

{Tise to Fri f Lunch and Dinmer / Sat only dinner) At HUMGARIA
they serve fancy food like nana-and-black-tGger-scampi. Thatll be
€ 21, please. Luckily for nighithawks without too much cash, there's a
leunge bar 100, with jiez concens on Thuriday night and deejays on
Fricay and Saturday, B you've had enough of lounging around, mewe
ower to SIL0 BE), right around the comer, for some pampin’ beats.

€Ds1Lo DANCING

{Open mest Frcays and Sacurdays f entrance arourd € 10) Dancing
in a gram storage? Why not? 3IL0 is an old - surprise, surprse -
sy, turned inta @ howsedub, with superstar decjays We Jeff Mills,
but bocal talent a5 well. Iif smooth electronics are your thing, you
showld've already been there,

€D TINY YACHTS

Nowadays the VAARTKOM is one big building site, since city
architects have planned this old industry zone by the water to
become a posh living-area in the future. Dangle your feet over the
water and wave your hand at the wannabe-milionaires on their
niny yachas. In front of you, you seethe OLD STELLA BREWERY, 2
ypour beft 15 thenr newe lactory, Visiting the brewery 5 difficult (unbsss
you're @ group of 15 persons and made reservations 3 weeks ago)
but the small café on the other side of the water (DE LANTAARN)
i5  classic won: begond says their tap is connected to a top seoret
underground pipeling, straight from the Stella breweny.

) HeY, cowso!

(Wed o Sat) FOOTLOOSE i 2 bar for people wha like 1o wear
Stetson-hats in their free time and do some line dancing &0 country-
tunes. There's a sign at the door, advising you to “sorap the shit off
your boots” before entering the saloon”. You probably best leave
your horse outside, 100,

€D CONCERT HALL

{open depending on program / entrance somewhiere between € 10
and € 20) HET DEPOT is a fairly large concert hall {abowt 600
people). Lots of good (and bad) Belgian bands and internasional
acts Bk Grandenaster Flash or Explossons in the Sky (Jlook for flyers 2
KE)). Check out the young soldiers of the Leuven singer-songwriter
armyy on thee Open Mic Night (firss Wednesday of the month / free)

m EARLY MORNING BEERS

Get out of the rain and smell the S1ella. That's the smell of malting,
ani of the man processes in brewing 3 pili beer. The square you're
standing an, used 1o be typically Belgian. It had fve fries shops in the
middle, bt they're gone now, sinoe the square was “cleaned up', S6ll
enough bars, though. Those bars were (and still are) the place where
civil senvamts wend Bor their first beer to get through ther working
day in Brussels. DE NATIONALE and IN DEN QOUDEN THD are the
classics: they've been here since before the first World War and
toclay saill sell cheir first beers at 6 o'cock in the mormng, Welcome
fo Belgium!

{E) jazz museum

(Chorsed every day) A recond shop tha's dosed forever? Why is it on
this map, then® Well, jesn-Feerre, the guy wha used to non CIRAC was
= and still % - 3 pazz fanatic. Nowadays be uses his shopwindow a5 a
museum to expose his collection of autographed pictures. From Louis
Armestrong and Duke Elngion to Chet Baker and Lester Young,

m MIRANDA AND MIRELLA LOCAL TIP
{Chosed om Thu) TOEWIP is a bar run by & father and his identical
twin daughters Mirands and Mirelle, Confusion guarameed!
Central in the wel-presenved intenior is a typatal ‘toppenbiljart’,
(bumper balard, only played n Belgium and some pans of
Holland and France). Go here on Tuesday and Sundzy evenings
o witness the wraditional ‘wipschier' contest: T people shooting
their bow-and-arrow in & big wower behind the bar (November o
April), Warch out for falling arrows! (view of the tower from the
Lepelstraat, around the comer)

E} FUNKY RECORDSTORE

(Tise 1 Sat) Hiphop, dubstep, ragga, Afro._. If CIRAFFE RECORDS
doesn’t have it, it probably just s’ funky. They do mot limi
themdaives 1o just reconds: you can come in naked and walk o
dressed bee a homebay, complete with matching gratfisi material

m HEADBANGER'S HEAVEN

(Tse 1o Sar) From classic heavy meial such as Judas Priest, w
Belgian sludgemeisters Amen Ra: METAL 2OME sells it all. Local tp:
Limeniburg Death, 3 group of Lewven youngsters. There's also a birge
siock of essential atiributes, such as cowhams from which 1o drink
your bieer, SATAN!!

m HEAVEMNLY CHOCOLATES

(T 1o Sat) If you wamnt to waste out-of-space superh Belgian
chosolate, gota TARTUFQ. The tghtly dressed bhie eyed guy runeing
the shop makes everything by himself in his cellar beneath the shop,
Try a dark truffle or one with pepper (€ 3,70 for 100 grams). We
guaraniee you, you won t brush your teeth for days to come.

) cANNABIS CLOTHES

(Mon to 5a) Hemp (the plant that cannabis i made of) has
more purpases than smoking yourself silly, At HEMPMADE all the
uniderwear, shoes, bags, eans and ice tea are made of hemp. The
good news: none of that siuff locks a5 if your hippie parents wore
it 4 years xgo.

(DISKYLINE & FRIES LOCAL TIP
Hawe a look at the Lewen skyline here, It sasts of exactly one (1)
tower: the salmon-pink SINT-MARRTENSDAL TOWER. A master-
piece of modemist architectare, some say. But most Leuveneirs
think it's an wgly, plastic-looking thing. Judge for yourself, while
eating fries froen T FRIETWINKELT]E, 2 good obd-sryle fries shop.

@ INTERNATIOMAL MAGAZINES & NEWSPAPERS
{Mian to 5at)

g TEAR|ERKER BAR

(Mon to Sat) Az MARENGO na one cares if it's arly momang, noon
arnight: if one dient feels like singing tearjerkers, the whole bar will
sing along.

@ HOT COFFEE PLACE

(Mo 1o Sat) PUNTO CAFFE is where calles-addicted fxshionsiaas
take a rest from shoppang. 15 new and fresh and abaays holl, Lusckily
there’s an exira room upstairs and a terrace on the pavement

() GLASS BAR

(Mon 1o Set) The TWEEBROMNEN LIBRARY & located in a
building designed by word-famous Belgian Art Nouveau architeot
Henry Wan de Velde. Three reasons 1o go here, if you'ne nat into
Feemish literature. 1) Free WiFil 2) The wonderful café, almost
enlirely consisting of glass. (But don't go there on Wednesday
afiernoon, becawse then the place ms into 8 wild kindergarten).
3) The gallery with regulsr exhibitions.

) OLDEST STUDENT BAR
(Sun to Fri £ 11.00-07.00) Watch that ceiling! The last coat of
jpaint dates from 58 years ago - it's now one thick nicotine onuse,

slowly peeling off. IN_DEM_BOULE has been keeping students 3

Fway from their books singe the early J0h cemury. The famaly
exploating the bar today has been doang so since 1952, The bar
5 i Bving museum; full of yellowed-out pictures af student clubs
and uncountable decorations cnce donated by customers. Good
place to meet law and economics siudents. Don't forget your
Burberry-scari.

(0 BAR & BOOKS

(Twe 1o Sun) DRY COPPEM is a combination of twa good things: 2
bar and a bookshop, The books (guides and literature) are sorted by
country and you're welcome to try before you buy. So you can see
how the book goes with a good coffee and a peece of cake.

D ErASMUS

Lewven has about 5000 inemational students. The international
exchange-program Erasmus’, is called after DESIDERILS ERASMLIS,
ane of the most important humanist thinkers in the 16% century,
Here's his stahse. He started the Collegivm Triinguae (college of
three languages: Latin, Greek and Hebrew) in 1517, right around the
correr an the Vismarke, where you can still smell the 167 censury a1
calé WENTELSTEEN.

() GAY DANCE BAR

[Tue v Sat / from 21.00) Lewven is not exactly the Belgian San
Framcisco. bn dsct, KEY WEST is the only gay dancing bar in town,
Yoo won't 566 100 many guys weaning purple feathers in their bums,
but if jumping around 1o Belgian kitsch-hoarse i your thing: feel free,
Happy hour on Thursday, from 22,00 6 23.00,

7 BEST CHICKEN LOCAL TIP
[Every day f Lunch and denner) 5T years of senving chicken 21 the
chacken shack KIEKEKOT! Each chicken roasts for 2 hours and 15
rninates. 4 tables, old pictures of Leuven and alkative owner Stal
make for a combination that will easily survive another half cenary,
The only thing 5taf doesn't want 1o talk about is his secret spice-
mix. Half a chicken will cost you © 4. Exira’s (bread, apple-mash,
buner): € 0,50,

€D BRING ON THE RUM!

(Every day) Grab a Chanchanchara {rum, honey and lime) in one
hand, a warmblooded latin dancepartner in the other, and move to
the buzzin® basslines of reggaeton and salsa. VILLA ERMESTO is a
classic in bocal nighalile: beauriful peaple, gocd cockals, an imerior
that kooks Wee iU's imported straight from a Hivana barrio aed
exvellent party vibes. Funry detai one of the guys who founded this
supersunny place, is TB Frank of the superdark Belgian new wave:
band The Neon |udgement.

@ INVISIBLE RIVER

Leurvens havs & rrver, bunt i's covered ona lot of places. This isone al the
places where you can see the DIILE. It very small, but nevertheless,
it's atways full of bacycles thrown in by students/bicycke thieves,
Lucily the fire department dives them up now and then, so there's
room bo theow in fresh bicycles.

m ETHIOPIAN FOOD

(Tue to Sun f Dinrer) HOLISE OF LALIBELA is i about Ethsapian
pancakes (injera’). Have Minchet Abish (bedl with ginger, onian,
cardamom and white pepper) for € 10, Or go vegetanan: Yemiser
Kt Alicha (red bemiils, onions, cunry and a spedial ‘Lalibels’spicemix
€ 5). Good nisws: you're alliowed to &0 with your hands!

'E ORIGINAL FRIES-SHOP LOCAL TIP
Nowadays most frictkoten (fries shops) are located n regular
buildings. Bur BI] YESSINA is stll in an odd-fashioned bungabow,
Hawe your fries with mayonnaise and “siochdeessaus’ (meat sauce):
thar’s the way we a1 them.

(5 BOTANICAL GARDEN

[May 1o September 05.00- 20,00 f Octaber 1o April 08,00 17.00)
Emtering through the glass gate of the KRUIDTUIN (botanical
garden) in springtime can be a small ‘wow'-experence (if you're
lucky with the wemher). Your nose will Emmediacedy fill wich
an overwhelming maoc of aromas, This licle park @ full of small
flowerbeds with exolic nametags e Simiatabirn and Raspberry kee,
Another great place to Lay your lazy ass down,

@ sinG Loup

[Chosed on Tue) “Wiha about some BEETHOWEMN? i not a strange
question, deep in the Lewven night. It mearns that the pary needs a
gt and we'ne gomg for some karsoke at this ktschy place, where
most people actually mean what they're singing,

(T THIN AND CHEAP

[Every day f Lumch and dinmer / Surm only dinner) A good pizza is two
thiregs: thin and cheap. Ar LAVECCHIA NAROLI the Margherita's are
thin a5 a prece of pager and cost €6,

(T) 1896 BAR

[Meon to Sar) CAMBRIMLIS has beon here since 1896 and may very
well be the premtest grand cabé in own. Order a 'café glacé’ (offee-
arwouired hoe-cream) - the recipe & top secnet - and take 3 seat in the
Reather chairs 1o énjoy the old murals,

LYM (72, STUDHES JOUIRNALISM)
Reading my o the sunmy
terraces of (i 0ar IED: bliss!

MAMIKE & INTI (27 & 28, SOCIOUOGIST & VIDEQ DIRECTOR)

Free apen air movies al
Thee mawies start when it gets dark.

) on Mo, Wed 3 Friin Jure!
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SIGHTSEEING
SHOP L/
FOOD
BAR

GOING OUT |
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CASH 24/24

3 ronzy

Everybody knows FONSKE. No wonder: the guy has an open head
and is pouring wisdom in it all the time. Leuven studems regularly
fl s cup with beer.

TOURIST FAVOURITE

HOSTEL 5
o
TOURISTINFO |5
INTERNET 5
SUPERMARKET §[ __%_11 —
fr] \
=)

(T nIcE TRY

(Tuse: oo [Fri 10000 - 1700 f Sae 10.00- 16.30 f Sun 14.00- 17.00 / free
Jf reasure rogm £ 2,50 with student card € 5) Aim for the stars,
they say. We did, wher we staried bulhdng the gotka: SINT-PIETERS-
CHURCH in 1425, the plan was to build three towers - ane reaching
170 metres (incredible at the time)! But water in the ground made the
tower collapse when it was anly 50 metres high. So-we shortened it to
30 metres. B you look really good, you'll see three amputated inwers.
Inside, the main anraction is [ The Last

HET LAATSTE AVONDMAAL
Supper”), the masterpiece of 15 century painter Dirk Bouwts.

@) PARTY HARDY

(Fri and 5at / ather days change / program on the door / entrance
around € 5) Frok testosterone  stop the macho bulishit / get a life...
and get a mightlife f lovers not Mekers f let's Rumba! The pamy-
philosophy of RUMBASCO is on 2 poster at the door. On weekdays
the studernt party crowd shake their overqualified asses, on Fridays
and Satundays there’s a good chance for a groovy party amongst
locals, Once a month Phenomena nights: steaming parties for the
funky gay bunch.
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m LITTLE MOUNTAIN OF 5HIT

The traditional name of this street is SCHIJTBERGSKE (Linle
Mountain of Shit’), because it used 1o be a semi-official public
todet. But don't even think about it, unbess you want 1o pay an
eapensoe fine,

TOURIST FAVOURITE

@) Ty HALL

(Mon 1o Fri 11.00 and 15.00 f 5at and Sun and Ocrober 1o March
1500/ guded rour € 2 / msa@}\‘-’ehe 1o call everything
a miracle. Nothing spectacubar has to happen for that. The Sint-
Geentrui church was built without the use of nails we call it a mirade,
And that's the most spectacular of the T Lewven Miracles”, Perhaps
the thing chosest 10 a real miracle is the bomb that, in World War 11,
migsed the gohic CITY HALL bry & few centimetres. The only damage
wias.a black burnmurk on the fagade. O yes, the City Hall dates back
10 1439, but the riches in the fagade remained empty until anound
1850, when the tamows French writer Victor Hugo suggested filling
them up with 236 statues. Good sdea, Victor!

0 PIEJE'S PLACE LOCAL TIP
(Every dary) Mowadays moss bar owners have stall working lor them,
[Bunt Pigje i5 runnang DEN DELPER all by himsait: be serves hig clients,
hars a lietle chat and chooses which vimyd recond will be span next, The
only thing he doesn't do himsell, are the acoustic concerts he now
and then crganises.

BRAM & MILOW (BROTHERS, 25827, KARATE-CHAMPION & SINGER)

E—nforajogﬂ@'. No! Come and h
SONEWTItErs 3

#o the fresh load of Lewven singer
. No! Do bosh.

RACHID (25, FRISBEE FAMATIC)
The Monseigneur Ladeuzeplsin

{around L)) is a pretty square.
But wiatch your head, because
wee throw frishees and play
soccer Ml sumimer,

Ad
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E‘.' LEUVEN MUSIC CITY

(Mon to 5a1) Back n the eighties, everyone wore bilack here:
Lewnen was new wave city. The nineties were very quiet, music-
wise: action moved 10 bigger cities such as Antwerp and Ghent.
Newadays, Lewven snger-songwriters are Bag in Belgum: even our
grandmathers can hum the mellow songs of Tom Helsen or Milow.
Remarkable trends on the dancefloor: 1) Dum'n’bass is still huge in
Lewnen. I) The slapstick deejay-act Discobar Galaae, )| RECORDS
has been selling reconds since 1980 and swndved all those rends.

() SOUVENIR STREET

M you're i for an onginal souvenir-hunt, the PARIJSSTRAAT i where
you want o go. This is where Leuventirs go shopping when they
want ‘something else’. HET BESLOTEMN LAND has a bag collection
of incernational indie comics. Want something Belgan that you
can undersand? Boerke' B & funny comic sbow a slly larmer who
doen't say award, Across the sirest is HIPPO, an dber-itgish vimage
shap, Ther kitsch isn't cheap = around € 20 for a shirt = but a glitter-
bamibi (€ 8) will surely bring 3 bag smile to the faces of the ones you
left at home. Time for a pitstop with fresh juice. Ty a Mango Madness
(mango, banara and orange / € 3.90) or a Frambofresh (raspbenry,
peeapple, cherry, yohurt and milke /€ 3,900 a1 PUR PUR (iree WiFi).
Crver o SAX, mow, & shop that is speeading good wibes through workd
mwsic since 1986, H Alghan follichans, Chilean regiae or desent-bilues
from Mali is your drag, ket Sax be your dealer. Good secondhand
section as well, where they also allow ‘normal’ popmusic,

{21, STUDENTS)

Yeehiw!

PETER, MAXIME & KAREN

Beer for € 120 the fakbars @'

(L) STUDENT MOMMY

A statue for a landiady? Ondy in Leuwen: TE KOTMADAM' is a lady
wia rents rooms o students. She used o be a second mommy o
them, makmng sure they got enough deep, preparing beeskfasn and
grang them a shoukder 1 cry on, aher disaserous exams, Nowadays
we anly sie the cwnérs when they come for the cash,

m SNOOKER FOR BEGINNERS

{Ewery day) W you really suck 2 bilkard, ke part in the so called
“handscap-tournamend’ at CHAQS SNOOKER (Tue at 19.00): the
wirse you are, the bigger your sdvartage will be, (Enrance ugstairs
from EXPO 58 bar)

Ei BELGIAN FOOD AT NIGHT

{Tuseno Thue 18.00 - 03U00 /7 Fri vo Sun: 18.00-04.00) When Leuveneirs
et hungry lste at night, and just for once don't wand to eal kebab,
they g 0o DE MACHTLAL, It's not the cheapess place in tawn, bus bar
€ 12,50 they'll serve you chicory (a typical Belgian vegetable) rolled
in ham, About a5 Belgian as fries, so you should definsely try i,

) BLUES AND JAZZ BAR

{Every day) DEN BLAUWE KATER & a blues and jarz bar. They
have exactly 100 kinds of beer in s10ck and twice 3 monh, on
Monday, there's a concert, Check out the party hall in the back for
same heavy student action,

JANNE (25, SELLS LINGERIE)
Lewnver is mog favourite city in the
wield. @% and () all withinn

walking distance. Il never leave!

ELKE (26, FASHION JOLRMNALIST)
I've been around the workd, but
coming back to Lewven is abways

special There's only ane hip coffes

Mace here, but the city just keeps

) GOING UNDERGROUND

{Mon, Tue, Friand Sat / ensrance between € 3 and €6 / sometimes
free) Local hipcats make fun of the fact that Lewven finally has an
alternative cub. But they're dubbing here at DER MACHINE every
night, anyway. Fridays: minimal, eleciro amd techno, Changing
gemred on Saurdays: Druen'n'bass, goa, breskoore, reggae of
salin. There's concerts and panties on Monday and Tuesday toa,
becawse students are still full of energy, then

TOURIST FAVOURIT

@ WHERE'S THE UNIVERSITY?

You probably wonder where the university is in this city. The
angwer is: everywhere. The campuses are spread il over town and
today there's even satellites in caher cities, Anyway, this place, the
UNIVERSITEITSHAL, has been used by the university since 1432
and stilll is the central point.

7

m BEAUTIFUL SQUARE LOCAL TIP
I ar 3 sportaneous pienic? HOGESCHOOLPLEIN is the mast
beautiful square of Leuven, surrounded by old buildings (have
a walk around the PAUSCOLLEGE). If it's cold, sit down on the
verrace of DE WERF (Mon 1o Fri / Lunch and dinner), grab a cosy
bamket and have a warm applejusce (€ 7).

(D EASY NIGHT OUT

The MUNTSTRAAT holds s0 many restaurants that your toursst-
trap alarm may go off. Mo need for thag, since the locats go here
as well. Most places are mot terribdy cheap, though. At DOMUS
{emter through the gate across Liberiad calé) - a small brewery
amd restaurant - they have some cheaper optionss homemade
cheese croquettes for © T and vegetarian pasts for € 65 Move over
to LIBERTAD: there's a good chance you'll sée a concert here =
mastly guitarbands, americana and blues artists = but there's na
fooed days. Noa your thing? Try AMADEE. Don't get foaled by the
yellowed-oun plants in the window: this place is not closed down.
The firm besrded owner Lukss only plays classical music, there's
2 huge colbectson of board games snd the people 2t the bar - not
in the least Lukas hamsalf - are abways in bor some sericus workd-
changing conwersation, If you've agreed on how to make a betoer
world, you desenve a small party. Go celebeate at MUSICAFE.

@ STUDENT PARTY STREET

I yous let students run thesr own bars, Takbary” are what you'll
get: cheag beer and no decoration whatsoever, Each Fakbar i
connected to a stedent cincle, The TIENSESTRAAT, full of fakbars,
is the epicentre of Leuven student:life. IF you're in for some heavy
pantying with kaw students (31 HDE), playing poker with future
econamists (gt DULCH or decussing with politcal scientists (at
POLITIKA), go here. Need a shenk after all this? Try PAVLOV,
fakbar for Ruture psycholagises.

m JENEVER & NAILS

{Every day) If all the other places are empty or dosed, locals who
aren't tired yer go 1o SEVEN OAKS to fnish the night with jenever
(Belgian gramn-based gin) and a game of hitting nails n 2 log of
wiood

(D) ‘™’ FOR MUSEUM

(From Seprember 20ch 2009  Tue to Sun f 10000 10 18,00 f Thu o
F200) Leuven was 3 musewm-hess ity for a few years. Ok, we had
the scouting-museurn, bul that's only apen an Sundiys in summer.
Anywiry, the new musium ‘B wall soon open its doors, with an
expeasition on the 15 century painter Rogier Van der Weyden, But
many Leuveneirs will only befieve it when they see in.

@ PIERCED BEETLE

A shany green beetle piercsd upon a 13 metre needle? TOTEM
by world-famaouws Belgian artist Jan Fabre (the first Iving person
to expose at the Paris’ Louvre] might be the only picce of modern
art im Leuven, but you'll remember it. In summer we come here
to throw frisbees around, so wacch your head when looking up
the needle.

TOURIST FAVOURITE

m MADONNA WITH DOLLAR-HELMET
(Dctober to June / Mon to Th CF9,00 - 20,00, Fri 09.00-17.00 / Sat
09.00- 13.00 f [uly 1o September £ Mon to Fri, 09.00 - 17.00) The
Holy Virgin Mary holding a sword, crushing a Prussian eagle and
wearing a soldier’s helmet, guilded with gold from a coin out of 2
dead soldier's purse, (Cue? Sownds like blaspheny, bt it's only 2
gift from the Americans, our Bberators in both World Wars, The
UNIVERSITY LIBRARY was buit with the help of American
niversitics after the old one, with millions of unique doouments
and rane books ingside, was destroyed by German fire in World War
L H you study at an American university, you might want 1o check if
your school helped buildng the library: 2l the rames are inscripted
in the walls of the building. Tipc get a free ticket for the beautiful
reading hall!

@ ICE CREAM EATTLE LOCAL TIP
The best icecream in Lewven? Every local has an opinson and
no one agrees. There's two camps: the GALET)JE-fans and the
CROCANTINC-crew. Baoth are here in the TIENSESTRAAT: chocose
for yoursell which team you're in.

(D BLUES BAR

{Every day) AT THE BEROP is a large bar, bt it's abways a race for
the leather sofas, Blues and jaez concerts now and then (mostly
wintertime). Big names sometimes, but you'll pay a few euros then,
Festaurant in the back.

D) RING THAT BELL LOCAL TIP
(Tt to Sat S drom 22.00) Jo and Germaine = veterans of Levven
barfife and owners of INW T JOOR 1 = are on a mission (o keep old
bar tradetions alive. Hardboded egps for € 0,30, for cxample. They
also have a ‘wurnée-générale-bell I you ring it, you'll have 1o pay
all the other customers 3 drink. I someone else fngs it show your
gratinade by raising your glass and saying “schol.

(1) STUDENT FOOD

{Mon to Tha / Lunch and dinoer / Fri only lunch) ALMA | s a
university restaurant. There's alweys a chosce between Belgian
food (pens = sausage made from blood, koninginnshapje =
untranslatable, but yummy), exotic food and a vegetanizn plate,
I you're not 3 Leuven student, you'll pay € 2,90 extra, but you
still won'n spend much more than € 7 an a full meal and drink,
inclding dessert,

() VEGETARIAN CLASSIC

(Mon 10 Fr J Lunch and dinmer) LUKEMIEKE 15 the oldest
VEgEtarian restaurant in town, Their daily special i € 11 if you eat
itin the restawrant or i the bovely garden, but takeaway is € 9 and
your can make it @ picnic. Tip: the SINT-DOMATUS PARE [
right across the street!

(I} HOLY GLOBALISM

FATHER DAMIEN is a worldwide Catholic hero for living with
leprosy patients in 19th century Hawaii. He will be dedlaned
a saimt on October 10th 2009, He's buried here 3t the SINT-
ANTONIUSKERE. When the procedure was starved 1o declare him
a saind, his bones were draded nto different small boxes. A part
o Frs el i noew waiting 10 travel 16 Hirwam, where if sl make a
celebration towr of the islands before joining a lock of hair and his
right hand. Globalism, anmyone?

() STUDENT FOOD
(Mo 1 Fri f Lunch and diemer  Sat only lunch £ Olosed in July and
Ausgust) Same :s@.

(I) LARGE BAR

{Every day / chosed from July 151 till September 14th / Free WiF)
O Surday evenings the large bar of STUEK & always crammed with
a young international crowd that comes for the free jazz concerts,
Friday is Scapes: mostly fairly civilized evenings, but people still
talk abowt the day Antwerpian madman Mauro Pawlowski came to
spin his collection of eighties hairmetal: everyone forgot they were
supposed 1o hold imelligent conversation and ended up dancing
on the tables. Movie-Treaks: check out the program ol CINEMA
ZED, alza located here,

lm LITTLE PARADISE LOCAL TIP
This small park - DIJLEPARE - is cne of Lewven’s best kept secrets,
It has a small lzke and 3 green field of grass: everything young
lewers need wibven the sum i shinirg. Young locals refer 1o this place
a3 Paradijspe (linle paradise’). Go stand on the bridge and make a
‘reverse wish's a wish for something nat to happen, It really works!
They say.

TOURIST FAVOURITE

{J) BEGUINAGE

The GROOT BEGINHOF is so precty and picheresque, you'd
swear you've ended up an a Walt Disney set. Mot! This is an oid
beguinage = a series of houses for religious women = nowadays
transformed into a living area for foreign students and university
staff. If you happen to be here in summer: lay down in the grass

and enjoy a lazy nap.

@ SOUP WITH AVIEW

(Man ro 5ar) Sit down behind the beawibul high wandews of
DE COMMERCE for a bawl of soup (€ 2,90): geod place to watch
the Leuven student crowd streaming in and ouwt of the University
Litsrany (LY.

(D) soup & BALLS

(Mon to 53t/ Lumch) The menu at SOUP AWAY changes
depending on szason, so you're sure that their ten dasly souprs will
be fresh. Soup starts at € 2,50, Local tip: tomato+meatballs is maore
of less our national soup. Everybody's grandmaother has a different
recipe, bat this one ain't bad either.

(1) STUDENT WOK

(Man bo Sat f Lunch and dinner) Ok, WOK QM AIR is a silly name
for a restawrant. And yes, the superclean imterior is not the best
for a romantic date. Bun service is fast and the menu i a good mix
of Japanese, Thai and Chinese. Thursday is Student Wok Night
(€ 6,20 with rice /€ 8,10 with noodles).

@ PART TIME PALM TREES

On sunny examedays, hundreds of students are spread all over
the lawn of the SINT-DOMATUS PARE (a name that no one in the
city uses, we say STADSPARE or city park) Bui where do those
freggin’ palmurees come froem® Well, in wincer they'ne kepr safe in a
heatirouse in CEY, but once the first rays of sun hit the city, they're
dragged outside, Find the coconuts!

@ BARCELONA TERRACE LOCAL TIP
(Every day) BAR DEL 500 is a litle picce of heaven, strangely
located im the owiskins of Leuven. On a sunny day, it feels like
you're on some small sguare in a Barcelona barrio. Mo one
kot wha the liree sguare in front of the bae i really called, bur
everyane calls it FLAZA DEL SOL. Take 3 seat, have a Ricard and
match the parasals!

IEI MEET THE ERASMUS CROWD

{Mon to 5a) Looking for an imelligent boy/girlfriend from - say
- Malta® PANGCAEA'S your place! This i wihere all imternational
exchange sudents meet 1o chat about crazy Belgian habits, over
a cup of coflee.

lﬁ! SLEEF FOR FREE

Lewven is so safe, that the polce can concendrate on drinking
stndents. Drinking on the streets & forbidden in Leuven aler
00.00. If you're really drunk, you might even spend the night here
at LEUVEN CENTRAML prisan. Aned that's where some of our mast
natariows crminals live..,

DID WE MI55

SOMETHING?

DID LE THIS MAP? ARE WE TOTALLY
WRONG? LET US KNOW! INFO@USE-IT.BE

GABRIEL (31, PART TIME LEUVENEIR)

GERMAINE (56, OWNER OF €I
The secret of mry cternal yowth? Drink a glass with
the chierns and sleep uncl the alvermoon.

5o small and so clean: | st love this city.
Ao if | get tired of it, | hop on my bicyde
aned e b Brussels.
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ON THE OUDE MARKT, AL
) PERFECT ICE TEA
COMMEDIA has a slightly hipper - seventies - look
than maost piaces an the Oude Markt, The ice tea B

served wath the perfect amount of ice and a slice of
bemon, Small sracks, 1o, Free WiFL

) COMPLICATED TOILET

KOMEET = 2 non-smoking place with healthy snacks
and o chean intesior. Boys, be cancful the sink 10 wash
yaur hands looks a bit be 2 wilet, But i isn't! On the
gther side of the wall, the girks ane washing ther hands
in the szme snk. You wouldn't be the farst ane..

) NIGHTHAWKS UNITE

DASE is a place where meghthawks never get kicked
out before & in the marning. Lots of locals come here
Tor a dirink and a chat, And another drink. The main
decoration are some covers of classic reconds on the
wall: Otes Redding, Ehes Costello, Tom Waits and
|acquies Brel. Check ot the wom gut vimyl record
sleeves behind the bar, tod: now ihal i what we call
USED reconds!

) FUNKY PARTY BAR

A tool for deephouse, jazz and funk? Get yourself
served at APERQ. This place is atways full of styfish
Iicals looking lor & small party (Seejay sets in the
weekend), Get out your best dancing mowes and
béend in,

) BURN THAT BAR

If things gev really cosy at REVUE, the bar is put an
fire. Really! Some 807 Strobrum is sprinkied on the
(wooden) bar, a match is struck and... Whoash!!! !
yau're bere on a Friday night and wondenng where all
these old guys come From: that's the weekly rewnion of
the barmen of the last 20 years,

ﬂWHERE’S JOHNNY?

ECLIPS is a bar full of bayscouts. There used to be 3
cardboard Jehany Walker staue here, and the scouts
always took Johnmy for a walk, One day he didn't
return, Today an Indian has waken Johnmy's place
He goes for 4 walk, toa, but always returns, B the
[poctroam upstars is locked: don't ask!

) EROWN BAR

BLOKHUT s what Belgians cafl a hrown bar: a dack
and cosy interior, with a crisp nicotine crust on the
walls and & nice, no-nomsense amosphere. Ther
terrace i the oaly one an the market that ahvays has
2 bit of sun [except when the weather's nasty, which
meeans almost abways in Belgivm), Toesday, from
September to Apnl: beers for € 1,10.

Oourtar éﬂm Nel

IF the guitars at £ilkare @ bit to0 heavy for you, iy this
no-ponserse bar with a soundtrack of bowd (bt o
50 loud) guitars. If you're i for 2 spicy story, ask the
barkeeper what DE PEYLKOKER actually means,

) CHEAPEST STELLA

Cheapest Stella on the square & PLAZA: € 1,50
Chamer Karim is here every might, to make sure that
every customer i satisfisd. Sports on a big screen. See
that deejay in his wooden tower? That used 1o be 2
pri's preachan’ place.

() BEST PASTA

METROPOLE i a beawnil mor-smaking bar with beg
wincws and the best pasta in town. Ovder a coffes,
put youreell on the teerace, and ohaerve the crowd, Iz

a hobby lor many Leuveneirs,

() STUDENTS AND GRANNIES
Bert s been keeping DEN BROSSER open Jor over
15 years, Mixed crawd of students and granniss.

(D EARLIEST BAR

DE WEERELT opens its doors at § o'chock in the
marning, J1his is where the good studems come for
the first coffee before school. and the bad smdents
come for their last beer befare bed.

(E)EAT, DRINK, DANCE, N°1
KAREMENT is one of the loungy dance bars where
you can also eat. Deejays on Thursday, Friday and
Satarday night. Daily soup for € 2,50 and “zwarte
pens’ {sausape made of biood) for €9,

() CHERRY WINE
FARAD 5 a cosy bar with a young crowd. The only
phace on the Cude Marks that serves cherry wine,

(Z)BIC BILL BAR

CAFE ALLEE, a Leuven classe with a quassindustrial
interior and staff that know how to pour a decent beer
without stoppeng the conversataon. Nice 10 knaw:, this
i the home-bar of Big B, a bocal Blues legend whose
biggest hit was ‘Ene mee hesp', a song about cheese:
ancl-ham sandwiches,

(D EAT, DRINK, DANCE, N°2

LOUAAIN LOLUIVAIN is something hetween a lounge-
bar and a restaurant, During the day you can have a
dasly special here for € 9,5, The Ines here are hand-
mode, and that's 2 big plus, Thursday o Sanrday at
2300, shey tum the wvolume up and the lights dawn
dancing tme!

([} SQUATTER BAR N°1

Go join the philosophical discussions in DE GIRAF,
second home to Levven squatters and anarchiss,
wha come here 1o drink'n'talk 6l sunnse. The
deegays (Tue 10 5at) spin @ mix of everything between
badicanbeans and reggaeton, so some casual dancing
iy GCCL.
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'@'M'Dﬂ ORIGINAL NAME

The crowd at DE KROEG ( The Bar') is 2 good mix of
young and odd. Everyone is talking 1o evenyone and the
personned listers paiently 1o the wildest s1ories. Free
ntermiet in the back.

{Domnwy 33

The unwritten taw = Lewven wsed to be that when you
ordered 2 beer ina 33cl glass, you paid the same price
s for a normal 25¢| beer, Ths rule does not count in
all bars on the Oude Mark, though. But here 21 33
(surprisingly lecated in Bowse n*33), you don't have a
chosce: every beerm 33 (€ 1,90,

) CUITAR BAR N°2
Like 1 loud? Try ROCKCAFE, where the young owner
tres. his very best to five up to the name of hes bar
everything from CCR 1o Slayer and AC/DC, 1 it's got
bowd and dirty guitars, i's ok,

£)SMOOTH AND FUNKY DANCING
Less talking. more dancng! A ALEGRIA, young
poople from Lewven dance the night away o the
luniy B'n'B and emaath & tropical house tunes local
decjays ane spinning,

fZ)EAT, DRINK, DANCE, N°3

Dunng the day, CAFE MANGER is a place to eat, but
on Thursday, Fridey and Satwnday night, at 11 o'dock
the dencing starts, even i you haven't finished your
meal yet.

(Z)EAT, DRINK, DANCE, N°3
RODINS i bar / restavrant, but on Thursday, Fricay
andl Satunday evenings they turn wup the volume and
the beautshl people come out 10 dance 1o stylsh beats
and have a cocktail, Make sure your shoestrengs are
tigxd, because the dresscode’s rather sirict

DISMALL SNACK
Lats ol young people come 10 eat o cheap snadk ot
DEKEMEL. Pasta for € 5,80, pancakes for €3,

fZ)THE YOUNG ONES

At FORUM the young boys and girls drink their first
sips. of alcobol Lois of supersweet alcobolic sofi-
drenks oo the menu, Ot metre of beer: 12 beers for
£ 15. Dancefloor in the back,

{J)BEER CELLAR

(Every day) You'we had it with those locats? DEN
BIERKELDER (Beer Ceflar) is the most tousisty
place on the square. They have @ legendary number
of different beers, but once you end wp here, you
probably doa't feel the urge to count anymare.

(IIFRED'S PLACE

Want to meet an original soul® Go 1alk o Fred. He
openad VILLA TEMPO 29 years ago with one cause;
to piay music that nobody knows. He still doesnt
play requests and that's probably the reason his bar
15 a commenced disaster. But Fred doesn't care: bhe just
doesn't want to play the commencial game some of the
ot bars on the squave play, In Eacr, ths is probably
the caly place on the Oude Markt where you Bl shways
hind a seat.

aﬂk WITH A REPUTATION

Very young crowd and lots of hormones dripping olf
the cefling: DE COLFF has a bit of a reputatson. But if
you'ne into wild parties with sweaty teenagers and a
commiercial BB sousirack, go here.

)SQUATTER BAR N°2
CHARLATAN has all 6 Bedgian Trapaist beers, which is
quite unusual. And they ondy cost € 3 ghass! A glass
of Cristal pis is € 1. It's mainly the Lewven squatter-
crawil that comes here for some games of icker
(nabile foatbad),

E)SMALLEST BAR

INTRO has only 5 tables, <o I's probabéy the smallest
bar on the Qude Markt. The lowd singing upsairs
are siudents domg & ‘camus’ (drinking, dnging and
dninking some more].

EDTHIRTY SOMETHING
With its stylish Ivingroam-feel, CAFE ORIENT maanly
anracis an open-minded thiry-something crowd,

EALL NIGHTER

TELEVEN is apen from 1900 at night 18 1100 the
next moening, even i all the party animals have gone.
Have a full cockitail shaker for € 17, make some new
Friends and share.

€5 THE BOSS

DE RECTOR {named after the 'boss’ of the University)
15 a student-ambsance-cabd. Bt belore dancing, you
ican stult yourseff with 2 daily special (€ 7,20): steak
ang Tries an Maon, chicken on Tue, pasts on Wed, meat
loal on Thu 2nd fish oa Fri,

mﬂ.ﬂSSiC STUDENT BAR

AMBICRIX, one of the Last ariginal stadent bars on
the sguare. Il you hear drunken smging coming out of
the windows on the first leor, sdents are having 2
‘cantus’, Owrder 2 metre of beer (14 beers /€ 21), I
you don't share, don't come complaining if your lass
rlass is warm and you yourself feel sightly nausecus.

E5DANCING IN THE DARK

MEPHIST D fs mamed after a scary guy with red epes
wha doesn't like daylight. That's why they keep the
amosphere a5 dark a5 possible here. Dancing on the
bae is wery much appreciated. Sundays from 2100
beer for € 1.



v Arts ¢

Festival of Flanders

For classical music purists, the Festival of Flanders is
still going on in Ghent, Mechelen and across Flemish

Brabant

= www.festivalvanvliaanderen.be

FLANDERS TODAY
OCTOBER 14, 2009

Bridging the gap

Night of the Proms blithely marries pop and classical

usical tastes, they say,
are mostly shaped in
our teens and early 20s.

Fleming Jan Vereecke can trace
his even further back to his child-
hood, when his father used to
drive him to school in the morn-
ing. The radio would be tuned to
a local station that aired famous
symphonic overtures, opera arias
and other tuneful titbits from the
classical repertoire.

Years later and with those happy
moments still ringing in his ears,
Vereecke, a fresh-faced applied
economics graduate, launched
the first Night of the Proms at
Antwerp’s Sportpaleis with fellow
enthusiast Jan Van Esbroeck. The
name and concept were directly
borrowed from the eight-week-
long British classical festival The
BBC Proms, whose famous last
concert at London’s Royal Albert
Hall mixes popular classics and
patriotic hymns. The pair expected
only a handful of fellow students
to turn up and had to pinch them-
selves when more than 13,000
did. Clearly, they were onto some-
thing.

The “Jannen’, as they are known,
are now jointly in charge of the
Antwerp Sportpaleis. As for their
brainchild, which celebrates
its 25th anniversary this year,
it embodies crossover in all its
mellow seduction - or sanitised
kitsch, whichever way you choose
to look at it. Upbeat pop numbers
jostle with dainty ballads, jazz
standards and classical favourites,
unfolding at a brisk pace. “No one
gets to perform long enough to
become boring,” says Vereecke.

This well-oiled extravaganza has
featured the likes of Sting, Joe
Cocker, Simple Minds and Zucch-
ero, yet its distinctive sound is
provided by a full symphonic
orchestra that returns year after
year, Il Novecento, conducted by
former Queen Elisabeth Compe-
tition laureate Robert Groslot. The

ensemble not only performs the
classical pieces on the programme
but also provides backing for the
other numbers, with help from a
rhythm section hidden among its
musicians.

“T've always been fascinated by
music that has a symphonic touch
to it, by the richness of the orches-
tral sound,” Vereecke tells me. “As
it turns out, a lot of pop music is
influenced by it”

Because of its casual treatment
of classical music - pieces are
routinely cut, arranged or seam-
lessly spliced together to form
what is often a glorified version
of elevator music — Night of the
Proms gets little credit from
purists. Vereecke likes to counter
that he’s done more to introduce
the genre to the masses than more
respectful approaches have ever
managed. “Disney; he points out,
“did much the same thing with the
film Fantasia: open people’s ears,
bring classical music to kids who
would never otherwise have had a
chance to hear it”

From Antwerp, Night of the
Proms has migrated to other loca-
tions, including the Netherlands,
Germany, Spain and France. Only
in Paris did the chemistry fail to
work, causing performances to be
discontinued. Vereecke blames it
all on those snooty French. “They
had trouble making the connec-
tion between the different kinds
of music,” he ponders. “The gap
between audiences is bigger there
than elsewhere: people tended to
like one aspect of the programme
but not others”

No chance of that happening
in Antwerp, where Night of the
Proms enjoys a captive and ever-
growing fan base. “If you liked one
show, youre bound to like them
all” Vereecke says, pointing out
that many listeners keep return-
ing each year, bringing their chil-
dren, grandparents, friends and
colleagues, and thus bridging the

Twenty five years and counting: Jan Vereecke

gap between generations - just as
performers on stage blur distinc-
tions between genres. “These
people just like music, all kinds
of music,” says Vereecke. “Profes-
sionals in the music industry are
often too keen to categorise. They
think that there are many people
out there who only like, say,
reggae. Fortunately, our audience
is a lot more open-minded”” ¢

Music of the future,
music of the past

Orchestral Manoeuvres in the Dark o

Their hairlines have receded and

their waistlines expanded, but

the songs penned in the ’80s by ¢

vocalist Andy McCluskey and
keyboardist Alan Humphreys still
exert their old smoky, synthetic
charm. You can't help wonder-
ing at the silliness of these bands’
names sometimes, but for once it
will be absolutely accurate: there
will be plenty of orchestral activ-
ity and very little light.
L

John Miles

Also featured in the original
edition, the suave English vocal-
ist has since become a regular.
Vereecke deems “Music”, his lush-
ly-orchestrated hymn, “the best
song ever composed” and has
made it NOTP’s signature. “Music
was my first love, and it will be
my last / Music of the future,
and music of the past’, he quotes.
“What better way of summarising
what we're all about?”

Toots Thielemans

Belgium’s most famous jazzman
was there on the very first edition
of Night of the Proms, crack-
ing jokes and delivering dreamy
standards on his harmonica.
Twenty-five years later, he’s still at
it and in finer fettle than ever - at
age 87.

Roxette

This bright and cheerful duo
from Sweden were originally
booked for the 2002 edition but
had to cancel when singer Marie
Fredriksson was diagnosed with
a brain tumour. She’s now thank-
fully recovered and ready to dish
out her catchy songs in English
with smirking partner Per Gessle
at the guitar.
L

Il Novecento/Fine Fleur

This symphony orchestra and
choir have been the concerts’
backbone since the early 1990s
and will, according to Vereecke,
“play almost anything”. This year
they continue to explore the
lighter side of the classical reper-
toire with an abridged version
of Ravel's “Bolero”, Brahms’ fifth
Hungarian Dance, and excerpts

Marie DumonT

from Rossini’s “Thieving Magpie’,
but also recent scores composed
for computer games. Not to forget,
of course, Elgar’s celebration of
Britishness, “Land of Hope and
Glory”, which traditionally brings
the event to a roaring close.

o
Sharon den Adel

Making her début at NOTP, the
glamourous singer of the Dutch
band Within Temptation will
demonstrate her unnerving vocals
and penchant for Gothic fashion.

Peter and Zoltan Katona

From Vivaldi to Piazzolla, no
guitar duet is too daunting for
these devilishly gifted twins from
Hungary.

24 October-11 November

Sportspaleis
119 Schijnpoortweg
Merksem (Antwerp)

=  WWW. notp.com




Flemish-Brabant
& Leuven,
one big painting

Scattered all over the world, and now
temporarily united in M, the brand
new museum in Leuven: more than
100 unique works by and about Rogier
van der Weyden. And there is much
more to see in Leuven, the capital of
Flermish Brabant. In this student city
you will find a rich cultural heritage,
the beautiful bequinage and the oldest
university of the Low Lands. Moreover,
Leuven is an excellent operating base
from which to discover the rest of
Flemish Brabant, with its breathtaking
scenery and delicious regional cuisine,

For more information please

go to www.leuven.be/welcome

®
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Cost-cutting panic or investments in human capital?

In times like these, where we have to do more with less, there are two types of managers. Those who cut costs across the board, and those who

even now choose to continue to invest prudently. Which type are you? The financial crisis and the uncertain economic situation are confronting

managers with new challenges, but all too often they are also driving them to take decisions that are infused with panic and doom-and-gloom.

But the ones who are forward-thinking and keep to their own course don’t slam on the brakes - instead, they invest in the future.

Knowledge determines your
competitive power

An organisation that wants to main-
tain and strengthen its competitive
position in the global economy must
be powered by a well-oiled knowledge
engine. Your workforce is your grea-
test capital and lifelong learning is
an absolute necessity. The acquired
knowledge flows back into your com-
pany and your knowledge capital
grows larger and larger, increasing
your competitiveness. This will keep
you competitive in the rapidly chan-

ging economic context. We call this

‘learning with impact’.

Investing in training:
costs versus benefits

Too often, training is still regarded
as a cost instead of an investment.
However, companies that view their
personnel policy from a strategic
standpoint continue - even when the
economy becomes a serious challenge
- ta invest in training programmes
for their most strategic employees.
Investing in talent and training now
guarantees you a significant jump on
the competition when the economy

gets going again,

Vlerick, your partner in tailor-
made training programmes

Those who have participated in a
Vlerick training programme are
undoubtedly better prepared than
other employees to take on today's
challenges. Via in-company program-
mes - focused on the development
of individual employees as well as
on organisational development -
Vlerick Leuven Gent Management
School offers you a collaborative
project fully tailored to your needs.
Thanks to in-depth knowledge of
both local and international eco-

nomic environments and years of

experience in training management
talent, the School can develop a spe-
cially adapted management training
programme for every organisation,
in each phase of its development,
targeting the most diverse aspects

of its business.

More info on our
management programmes?
Consult www.vlerick.be
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Willard Grant

Conspiracy

“If someone says they play with
us, they do” You can read this
somewhat weird statement on the
MySpace page of Willard Grant
Conspiracy. It already featured,
in some form or other, on their
early albums, released during the
second half of the 1990s. There’s
a simple explanation: the band
is a loose-knit collective with,
in its early stages, just a few key
members.

Only one has remained - the man
who, in the end, has always been
the mainstay of Willard Grant
Conspiracy, Robert Fisher. He is
the constant in an ever-changing
line-up of musicians, although on
the five or six times I've seen the
band, they never sounded like a
bunch of hirelings. That’s probably
because Fisher only works with his
friends, people who play with him
because they love his songs.

They just have released their
eighth studio album, Paper Covers
Stone, which is largely filled with

The All-American Rejects  Ancienne Belgique, Brussels — |

songs they recorded long ago. Yet,
it’s not just a cheap revival of past
glories. On the contrary, the new
versions surpass the originals -
which were in no sense weak. For
newcomers, the record comes as a
perfect introduction to the band.
I once wrote in another publica-
tion that the playlist on my iPod
with the songs of Willard Grant
Conspiracy was called “To Boldly
Go Where Nick Cave Doesn’t Go
Anymore”. That was a joke, and I
don’t want to imply they’re copy-
ists, because they certainly aren't.
But it gives you an idea where in
the vast musical landscape you
can find them.

Their music has been called Amer-
icana or folk noir, but they also
incorporate country and, in recent
years, some touches of gospel. Yet
at times they also rock the roof off
a house. But in whatever direction
the music goes, the warm baritone
of Robert Fisher lies at its heart.
Even when he sings gloomy

Nouvelle Vague ~ Het Depot, Leuven
Indochine — Vorst Nationaal, Brussels

CHRISTOPHE VERBIEST

lyrics - and he doesn’t shy away
from that - his voice always has a
consoling sound. That is true even
when the music, as occasionally
happens, is noisy or even apoc-
alyptic. “Although we don’t play
blues,” Fisher once explained to
me, “that’s the blues effect of our
music”.¢

20 October, 20:00

Botanique
Koningsstraat 236, Brussels

= www. botanique.be

|
Rock & Pop

Antwerp

Arenbergschouwburg
Arenbergstraat 28; 070.222.192,
www.arenbergschouwburg.be

OCT 15 20.15 An evening of reading,
music and conversation with Nick
Cave, Warren Ellis and Martyn Casey
OCT 18 20.15 Elliott Murphy and The
Normandy All Star Band

Lotto Arena
Schijnpoortweg 119; 0900.26.060
OCT 18 20.00 Status Quo

Petrol

Herbouvillekaai 21; 03.226.49.63,
www.petrolclub.be

OCT 16 22.00 Alec Empire + Mary
Ann Hobbs + Matrix & Futurebound
+ Walsh + D1 + Murdock + Gaz +
Goldorak & Solpher

OCT 17 23.00 Jesse Rose + Discobar A
Moeder + Fanklub Djs

Sportpaleis

Schijnpoortweg 119; 0900.26.060,
www.sportpaleis.be

OCT 14 20.30 Fleetwood Mac
OCT 17 20.30 Green Day + Prima
Donna

OCT 18 20.00 Status Quo

Berchem

CC Berchem

Driekoningenstraat 126; 03.286.88.20,
www.ccberchem.be

OCT 16-17 20.00 Ugo Dehaes

Borgerhout

Trix

Noordersingel 28; 03.670.09.00,
www.trixonline.be

Concerts at 20.00:

OCT 15 Lovvers + The Tubs OCT 16
Baddies + Yum OCT 18 Our Brother
the Native + Plants & Animals OCT
19 Dredg + Lost Departement +
Judgement Day OCT 22 Star Club
West + De Portables + Shash Shash

Bruges

Het Entrepot

Binnenweg 4; 050.61.02.48,
www.het-entrepot.be

OCT 17 22.00 Daddy K + ND +
Croocked Facts + Swordz ft. Tucko +
Bootlickaz

Brussels

Ancienne Belgique
Anspachlaan 110; 02.548.24.24,
www.abconcerts.be

OCT 14 20.00 Robert Fripp +
Porcupine Tree

OCT 15 20.00 Sharko + Chris
Chameleon

Koninklijk Circus
Onderrichtsstraat 81; 02.218.20.15,
www.cirque-royal.org

OCT 15 20.30 Jan Garbarek Group

Vorst-Nationaal
Victor Rousseaulaan 208; 0900.00.991
OCT 14 20.00 Pixies

Ghent

Handelsbeurs

Kouter 29; 09.265.92.01,
www.handelsbeurs.be
OCT 22 20.00 Dez Mona

Heist-Op-Den-Berg (Antwerp)

CC Zwaneberg

Berkenstraat 1; 015.25.07.70,
www.zwaneberg.be

OCT 16 20.30 Kleinkunsteiland: Te
vroeg, te mooi, text and music of
musicians who died young, featuring
Robert Long, Bram Vermeulen, Wim
Sonneveld, Toon Hermans, Wim de
Craene and Connie Vandenbos

De Kreun

Jan Persijnstraat 6; 056.37.06.44,
www.dekreun.be

OCT 16 20.00 Heliocentrics feat
Mulatu Astatke + DJ Six & The
Bartender OCT 17 22.00 Party! Disko
Drunkards + Friendly Fires + The
Glimmers + Sounds of Stereo OCT 18
20.00 The Bug feat Flow Dan + King
Cannibal + DJ Knorsq feat Saimn I
OCT 22 20.00 Daedelus + Tim Exile
+ Kelpe

Leuven

Het Depot

Martelarenplein 12; 016.22.06.03
OCT 16 20.00 Murdock + AKS Live +
Chase & Status Live

OCT 17 20.00 Mulatu Astatke & The
Heliocentrics

OCT 21 20.00 Nouvelle Vague

Stuk

Naamsestraat 96; 016.32.03.20,
www.stuk.be

OCT 14 20.00 The Nursery Rhyme

Almost
Cinema

Until 17 October

Vooruit, Ghent

Alas, there are so many
movies to see during the
Flanders International Film
Festival in Ghent that many
people never get to this excit-
ing programme of sideline
activities in the city’s massive
art centre Vooruit. Perform-
ance and music collide with
film and other media art in
a highlight of work that isn’t
quite cinema and, therefore,
is rarely represented at tradi-
tional film festivals. You can
still catch the Nature Theater
of Oklahoma in Rambo Solo
(a reflection on one man’s
relationship with First Blood)
and the Almost Cinema
exhibition, which, like great
movies, is profound and
entertaining at once.

= www.vooruit.be

Ternat

CC De Ploter

Kerkstraat 4; 02.582.44.33,
www.ccdeploter.be

OCT 17 20.30 Tom Pintens and
Buurman

Jazz & Blues

Bruges

De Werf

Werfstraat 108; 050.33.05.29

OCT 15 20.30 Nathalie Loriers Trio
and Bert Joris with his String Quartet

‘13
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Brussels

Bozar

Ravensteinstraat 23; 02.507.82.00,
www.bozar.be

OCT 14 20.00 Maceo Parker (part of
Skoda Jazz Festival)

Flagey

Heilig Kruisplein; 02.641.10.20,
www.flagey.be

OCT 15 20.15 Marcin Wasilewski Trio

Jazz Station

Leuvensesteenweg 193-195;
02.733.13.78

OCT 14 20.30 Henri Greindl Quintet

Koninklijk Circus
Onderrichtsstraat 81; 02.218.20.15,
www.cirque-royal.org

OCT 15 20.30 Jan Garbarek Group
(part of Skoda Jazz Festival)

Sazz’n Jazz

Koningsstraat 241; 0475.78.23.78,
www.sazznjazz.be

OCT 14 20.30 Larissa Quartet

Sounds Jazz Club

Tulpenstraat 28; 02.512.92.50,
www.soundsjazzclub.be

OCT 14 22.00 Chamagquiando, salsa

Ghent

De Centrale

Kraankindersstraat 2; 09.265.98.28,
www.decentrale.be

OCT 18 20.00 Sabin Todorov, piano;
Bernard Guyot, sax

Vooruit

St Pietersnieuwstraat 23; 0900.26.060,
www.vooruit.be

OCT 22 20.00 Lidlboj + Marc Ribot &
Ceramic Dog

Grimbergen

CC Strombeek

Gemeenteplein; 02.263.03.43,
www.ccstrombeek.be

OCT 14 20.30 Peer Baierlein Quartet,
CD release concert

Heist-Op-Den-Berg (Antwerp)
CC Zwaneberg
Berkenstraat 1; 015.25.07.70,

www.zwaneberg.be
OCT 22 20.30 Living Roots

Mol

Muziekcafé Meulenberg
Milostraat 1; 014.32.11.54,
www.cafemeulenberg.be

OCT 16 21.30 Nael Black and The
Healers

£%s FLANDERSTODAY
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Ternat

CC De Ploter

Kerkstraat 4; 02.582.44.33,
www.ccdeploter.be

OCT 18 13.00-19.00 Folk and Jazz
Day: concerts, workshops and an open
podium

Antwerp

Zuiderpershuis

Waalse Kaai 14; 03.248.01.00,
www.zuiderpershuis.be

Concerts at 20.30:

OCT 15 Orquestra do Fuba (Brazil)
OCT 16 Shahkilid (Iran) OCT 17
Bassekou Kouyate en Ngoni Ba (Mali)
OCT 18 Hanggai Band (Mongolia)
OCT 21 Mitsoura (Roma music)

Brussels

Sazz’n Jazz

Koningsstraat 241; 0475.78.23.78,
www.sazznjazz.be

OCT 15 20.30 Wolke

VK Club

Schoolstraat 76; 02.414.29.07,
www.vkconcerts.be

OCT 14 21.30 Boban I Marko
Markovic Orkestar, Balkan brass band

Ghent

De Centrale

Kraankindersstraat 2; 09.265.98.28,
www.decentrale.be

OCT 16 20.30 Orchestre Fifes,
Morocco

OCT 17 17.00/20.00 The Shouting
Fence, music on the theme of the
Palestinian wall

Leuven

Stuk

Naamsestraat 96; 016.32.03.20,
www.stuk.be

OCT 21 20.30 The Isbells, CD release

party

Aalst

CC De Werf

Molenstraat 51; 053.73.28.12

OCT 22 20.00 Maria Friedman sings
Sondheim

Antwerp

Amuz

Kammenstraat 81; 03.248.28.28,
www.amuz.be

OCT 16 21.00 Gesualdo Consort
Amsterdam: Jan Pieterszoon Sweelinck

deSingel

Desguinlei 25;03.248.28.28,
www.desingel.be

Concerts at 20.00:

OCT 14 Ensemble Explorations with
Christine Busch, violin; Roel Dieltiens,
cello: Haydn, Boccherini, Rossini, more
OCT 16 Anima Eterna conducted

by Jos van Immerseel, with Ronald
Brautigam, piano: Strauss, Brahms
OCT 17 Quatuor Ebéne: Haydn,
Bartdk, Debussy OCT 21 Belgische
Kamerfilharmonie conducted by Ben
Haembhouts, with Jeroen Berwaerts,
trumpet: Mendelssohn-Bartholdy,
Haydn

Brussels

Espace Senghor

Waversesteenweg 366; 02.230.31.40,
www.senghor.be

OCT 14 20.15 Jessica Ryckewaert,
percussion; Nao Momitani, piano;
Pierre Thomas, piano; Michel Massot,
tuba: electronic and acoustic works by
Claude Ledoux, Michel Fourgon, Denis
Bosse

Ghent

De Bijloke

Jozef Kluyskensstraat 2, 09.269.92.92,
www.debijloke.be

OCT 15 20.00 Ars Antiqua Austria:
Haydn, Schrammel

Leuven

Stuk

Naamsestraat 96; 016.32.03.20,
www.stuk.be

OCT 20 20.30 Naldjorlak I-II-IIT with
French composer Eliane Radigue

Mechelen

Cultuurcentrum
Minderbroedersgang 5; 015.29.40.00,
www.cultuurcentrummechelen.be
OCT 16 20.15 Baroque orchestra
B’Rock, featuring counter-tenor
Maarten Engeltjes: Vivaldi, Hasse,
Scarlatti

Roeselare

CC DeSpil

H Spilleboutdreef 1; 051.26.57.00,
www.despil.be

OCT 22 20.00 Chamber Orchestra
of Belgium conducted by Ben
Haemhouts: Haydn, Mendelssohn
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Contour
Until 18 October

Mechelen city centre

Its the final week of this
fantastic biannual art circuit
of the moving image (formerly
known as video art), which
any film or contemporary art
fan should not miss. Hidden
away in 11 quirky venues
all within 10 minutes’ walk
of each other in Mechelen’s
beautiful historic centre, its
a way to explore the former
capital of the Low Countries
and the theme of the impor-
tance of history in “an age of
forgetting”

= www.contour2009.be

Vilvoorde

CC Het Bolwerk

Bolwerkstraat 17; 02.255.46.90,
www.hetbolwerk.be

OCT 17 20.30 I Solisti del Vento
conducted by Francis Pollet, with
introduction by Pollet: Mozart, Luc
Van Hove

Ghent

Vlaamse Opera

Schouwburgstraat 3; 070.22.02.02,
www.vlaamseopera.be

Until OCT 23 15.00/20.00 Wozzeck by
Alban Berg with the Flanders Opera
Symphony Orchestra conducted by
Martyn Brabbins and Choir conducted
by Yannis Pouspourikas, directed by
Guy Joosten

¥

Brussels

Espace Delvaux

Gratesstraat 3; 02.663.85.50

OCT 15-17 20.30 Cie Dunia Dance
Theatre presents Between the Line,
choroegraphed by Harold George

Kaaitheater

Sainctelettesquare 20; 02.201.59.59,
www.kaaitheater.be

OCT 22-24 20.30 Do Animals Cry,
dance/theatre, choreographed by Meg
Stuart (in English)

Ghent

De Centrale

Kraankindersstraat 2; 09.265.98.28,
www.decentrale.be

OCT 15 20.00 Patricia Guerrero,
Flamenco

OCT 20 20.00 Bal Global, multicultural
dance gala with live music

Leuven

Stuk

Naamsestraat 96; 016.32.03.20,
www.stuk.be

OCT 21-23 20.00 NieuwZwart,
choreographed by Wim Vandekeybus,
live music by Mauro Pawlowski (with
texts in English)

Antwerp

Lotto Arena

Schijnpoortweg 119; 0900.26.060
OCT 22 20.00 ABBA The Story
(musical)

Stadsschouwburg

Theaterplein 1; 0900.69.900,
www.musichall.be

Until OCT 25 The Sound of Music
(musical, in Dutch)

Berchem

CC Berchem

Driekoningenstraat 126; 03.286.88.20,
www.ccberchem.be

OCT 21 20.30 Het huis van
Bourgondié presents Ramskapelle (in
Dutch)

Brussels

KVS Box

Arduinkaai 9; 02.210.11.12,
www.kvs.be

OCT 22-31 15.00/20.30 Compagnie
Cecilia presents The Broken Circle
Breakdown featuring The Cover-Ups of
Alabama, musical theatre with Johan
Heldenbergh, Mieke Dobbels (in Dutch
with French surtitles)

The Warehouse Studio
Waelhemstraat 69a; 0492.64.16.60, atc.
theatreinbrusssels.com

OCT 20-24 20.00 The Yellow
Wallpaper by Charlotte Perkins
Gilman, adapted and staged by Caraig
McGregor (in English)

Leuven

Stuk

Naamsestraat 96; 016.32.03.20,
www.stuk.be

OCT 15-16 20.30 Compagnie Barbarie
presents Too Far East Is West (in
Dutch)

Aalst

Netwerk: Centre for Contemporary Art
Houtkaai; 053.70.97.73,
www.netwerk-art.be

Until NOV 7 Time as Activity: media
art and installations by international
artists

Stedelijk Museum ’t Gasthuys

Oude Vismarkt 13; 053.73.23.40

Until DEC 23 Leerlooierij Schotte:
Heden versus Verleden (Present versus
Past), photos of an abandoned tannery
before its reconversion by Henk van
Rensbergen.

Antwerp

Cathedral of Our Lady
Handschoenmarkt (03.213.99.51)
Until NOV 15 Reunion: from
Quinten Metsys to Peter Paul Rubens,
masterpieces from the Royal Museum
of Fine Arts return to the Cathedral

Contemporary Art Museum (M
HKA)
Leuvenstraat 32; 03.238.59.60,
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www.muhka.be

Until NOV 8 Lonely at the Top: A
Larger Europe #1, art from republics of
the former Soviet Union

Until JAN 3 Textiles: Art and the
Social Fabric, installations, sculptures,
film, flags and banners

Until FEB 26 Collectie XXIV:
presentation of the museum’s
permanent collection, following the
museum’s renovation

Extra City

Tulpstraat 79; 03.677.16.55,
www.extracity.org

Until OCT 25 Guy Tillim: Avenue
Patrice Lumumba, examination of
modern history in Africa against the
backdrop of its colonial and post-
colonial architecture by South African
photographer Guy Tillim

Until OCT 25 Lieven de Boeck:
Dictionary of Space, Part II, letters and
drawings from the 19th century to the
present day

Havencentrum Lillo

Scheldelaan 444, Haven 621;
www.havencentrum.be

Until DEC 14 Tabula Scaldis: Tafeereel
van de Schelde, panoramic drawings
and other documents take visitors on a
tour of the River Scheldt, from source
to mouth

Mode Museum

28 Nationalestraat; 03.470.27.70,
www.momu.be

Until FEB 21 Delvaux: 180 Years of
Belgian Luxury, history of the famous
leather goods house

Rockox House

Keizerstraat 12; 03.201.92.50,
www.rockoxhuis.be

Until NOV 15 A Gift to God, private
patronage of religious art during
Antwerps Golden Age

Bruges

Bruggemuseum-Gruuthuse

Dijver 17; www.uitvindingvanbrugge.
be

Until APR 25 De uitvinding van
Brugge: De stad van Delacenserie
(The Discovery of Bruges: The City
of Delacenserie), the 19th-century
architectural facelift of Bruges, thanks
to local architect Louis Delacenserie

Brussels

Archief en Museum voor het Vlaams
Leven te Brussel

Arduinkaai 28; 02.209.06.01,
www.amvb.be

Until OCT 31 Herinnering & Migratie:
Erfgoed van nieuwe Brusselaars
(Memory and Migration: Heritage of
New Brusselaars): film, documents,
texts and poems record the experience
of Brussels’ immigrants

Argos: Centre for Art and Media
Werfstraat 13; 02.229.00.03,
www.argosarts.org

Until DEC 19 Actors & Extras,
contemporary artists explore the
contrast between the work of actors
and extras in cinema

Atomium

Heysel Park; 02.475.45.75,
www.atomium.be

Until DEC 13 Africa: Fast forward,
joint exhibition at the Atomium and
Central Africa Museum, Tervuren, on
the African continent today

Autoworld

Jubelpark 1, www.autoworld.be

OCT 15-30 The golden age of
automobile photo-journalism, tribute
to photographer André Van Bever

Bozar (Paleis Voor Schone Kunsten)
Ravensteinstraat 23; 02.507.82.00,
www.bozar.be

Until JAN 3 Portraits of Artists: 80
Years of the Centre for Fine Arts in
Pictures

Until JAN 24 Son of Heaven, 50

centuries of Chinese power and glory
with some 250 masterpieces from
China’s most prestigious museums
(part of Europalia: China)

OCT 18-JAN 10 The State of Things,
works by some 50 contemporary
Belgian and Chinese artists selected by
Luc Tuymans and Ai Weiwei (part of
Europalia)

OCT 18-JAN 24 Still Life, works by 13
contemporary Chinese photographers
OCT 18-JAN 24 Architecture as
Resistance, photographs, plans and
models illustrating the work of Chinese
architect Wang Shu (part of Europalia)

Danish Cultural Institute
Koningsstraat 35; 02.5230.73.26,
www.dkibenelux.org

Until OCT 22 Urban DK, graffiti art

Design Flanders

Kanselarijstraat 19; 02.227.60.60,
www.designflanders.be

Until OCT 25 Visual Voltage, art,
design and energy with works by
Swedish designers during Sweden’s
presidency of the EU)

Fondation pour PArchitecture
Kluisstraat 55; 02.642.24.80,
www.fondationpourlarchitecture.be
Until OCT 18 De tijd van de boetiek
(The Time of the Boutique), 200 years
of shop windows and interiors

Hallepoort

Zuidlaan; 02.534.15.18

Until OCT 25 Archeologie om de
hoek (Archaeology around the corner),
archaeological finds in Brussels over
the past 20 years

Horta Museum (Winter Garden)
Amerikastraat25; 02.543.04.90,
www.hortamuseum.be

Until OCT 31 Jean-Charles Detallante,
sculpture

ISELP

Waterloosesteenweg 31; 02.504.80.70
Until OCT 17 Véronique Poppe:
Human Capital, paintings; Francoise
Joris, ceramics; Bénédicte Monaville,
jeweller

Until NOV 14 Flesh, drawings by
Dany Danino, sculpture by Hughes
Dubuisson and ceramics by Sofi Van
Saltbommel

Jacques Franck Cultural Centre
Waterloosesteenweg 94; 02.538.90.20,
www.ccjacquesfranck.be

Until OCT 31 Marc Rossignol: Cacher/
Montrer, paintings and installation

Jewish Museum of Belgium
Minimenstraat 21; 02.512.19.63,
www.new.mjb-jmb.org

Until OCT 15 Een geheugen op papier
(A memory on paper), Jewish life in
Belgium recorded in historic postcards

Le Botanique

Koningsstraat 236; 02.226.12.57

Until NOV 22 Controverses: Een
juridische en ethische geschiedenis van
de fotografie (Controversy: A Judicial
and Ethical History of Photography)

Museum of the National Band of
Belgium

Wildewoudstraat 10; rini@
rinihartman.nl

Until DEC 13 Rini Hartman: 8 Visions
of Hope, solo exhibition by the Dutch
artist on the eight themes of the UN
Millennium Development Goals

Tour & Taxis

Havenlaan 86C; 02.549.60.49,
www.tour-taxis.com

Until MAR 28 It’s our Earth 2! From
Kyoto to Copenhagen: Interactive
exhibition exploring the effects of
climate change on the natural world

WIELS

Van Volxemlaan 354; 02.347.30.33,
www.wiels.org

Until DEC 6 Ann Veronica Janssens:
Serendipity, installations by the

contemporary Belgian artist

Woluwe-Saint-Pierre Cultural Centre
Charles Thielemanslaan 93;
02.773.05.81, www.art-culture.be

OCT 21 Rwandan objéts d’art,
photographs (benefit exhibition;
www.ahazaza.org)

World Bank Brussels

Marnixlaan 17; 02.552.00.32

Until OCT 31 In the Eyes of a Woman:
Roma Portraits, the lives of various
Roma communities seen through the
eyes of female photographers

Deurle

Museum Dhondt-Dhaenens
Museumlaan 14; 09.282.51.23,
www.museumdd.be

Until NOV 29 Absence is the Highest
Form of Presence, film and visual art
by Robert Gober, Julido Sarmento and
Luc Tuymans

Ghent

MIAT

Minnemeers 9; 09.269.42.00,
www.miat.gent.be

Until OCT 18 Ghent on porcelain
cards from 1840-1865

Stedelijk Museum voor Actuele Kunst
(SMAK)

Citadelpark; 09.221.17.03,
www.smak.be

Until NOV 15 Raphaél Buedts,
furniture objects

Until NOV 22 Nick Ervinck, GNI-RI
sep2009 EITOZOR, installations
Until NOV 22 Sculptural collections
by various artists

Until JAN 10 Michel Frangois, Faux
Jumeaux (False Twins), photographs,
videos and sculpture

Grimbergen

CC Strombeek

Gemeenteplein; 02.263.03.43
www.ccstrombeek.be

OCT 16-DEC 10 Shot by both Sides,
video installations by Pieter Geenen
and Johan Grimonprez

Hasselt

Fashion Museum

Gasthuisstraat 11; 011.23.96.21,
www.modemuseumhasselt.be

Until NOV 8 In Her Shoes, trends and
evolution of women’s shoe design, from
1900 to contemporary designers

Literary Museum

Bampslaan 35; 011.22.26.24,
www.literairmuseum.be

Until FEB 20 Zeg Roodkapje, waar ga
je heen? (Say, Little Red Riding Hood,
Where Are You Going?), the truths and
fictions in fairy tales

Kemzeke

Verbeke Foundation

Westakkers; 03.789.22.07,
www.verbekefoundation.com

Until NOV 15 Artificial Nature,
outdoor sculpture and installations by
contemporary Belgian and European
artists

Leuven

Museum M

Leopold Vanderkelenstraat 28;
016.20.09.09, www.mleuven.be

Until DEC 6 Rogier van der Weyden
1400 | 1464 Master of Passions, work
by the 15th-century Brussels city
painter, the first exhibition in Leuven’s
new museum

Mechelen

Speelgoedmuseum (Toy Museum)
Nekkerspoelstraat 21; 015.55.70.75,
www.speelgoedmuseum.be

Until JAN 3 Thirty-five years of
Playmobil

Tervuren
Royal Museum for Central Africa

Leuvensesteenweg 13; 02.769.52.11,
www.africamuseum.be

Until JAN 3 Persona: Ritual Masks and
Contemporary Art, masks from the
museum’s and other collections, shown
alongside works by contemporary
African artists

Festivals & Special Events

Europalia China: Festival celebrating
Chinese art and culture, ancient to
contemporary, with more than 450
events

Until JAN 30 across the country
www.europalia.eu

Festival of Flanders: Major annual
event encompassing seven festivals
across Flanders, with dozens of cities
staging hundreds of classical and
contemporary performances and
related events

Until OCT 30 across Brussels and
Flanders
www.festivalvanvlaanderen.be

Opera in the Cinema: Performances
by the New York Metropolitan Opera
on the big screen, live via digital
satellite, including Aida, Turandot,
Carmen and Hamlet, among others
Until MAY 1 in Kinepolis theatres
across Brussels and Flanders

Skoda Jazz Festival: festival that mixes
the standard-bearers with up-and-
coming talent, featuring Nouvelle
Vague, Dave Douglas, Carla Bley, Jef
Neve, Orquesta Buena Vista Social
Club and more

Until DEC 17 across Brussels and
Flanders

www.skodajazz.be

Antwerp

Amperdans4: International dance and
performance festival

Until OCT 24 across Antwerp
www.amperdans.eu

Brussels

Brussels 2009 BD Comic Strip: City-
wide festival celebrating Brussels-based
comic strip artists and the rich history
of Belgian comic

Until DEC 31 across Brussels
www.brusselscomics.com

Brussels Museums Nights: Late-night
opening of city museums, plus guided
visits and workshops, among other
activities

Until DEC 17 Thursdays, 17.00-22.00,
in museums across the city
02.512.77.80,
www.brusselsmuseums.be

Darwin’s philosophy: Series of talks
organised by DeBuren to mark the
100th anniversary of the death of
Charles Darwin (in Dutch)

Until DEC 7 at Flagey, Heilig
Kruisplein

02.641.10.20, www.deburen.eu

Food & Feel Good Fair: Healthcare,
interior decor, fashion, food and
gastronomy, leisure, family activities
Until OCT 18 at Brussels Expo, Heysel
02.474.89.81, www.bruexpo.be
www.salonalimentation.be

Mechelen

Contour2009: Fourth biennial of the
moving image, with media installations
by Belgian and international artists.
This year’s theme is Hidden in
Remembrance is the Silent memory of
Our Future

Until OCT 18 on a walking circuit of
12 venues in the historic city centre
070.22.28.00, www.contour2009.be

SAFFINA RaNA

Leuven Nights

Fancy a frenzied night of
dancing in Leuven that will
leave you feeling invigor-
ated and ready to face the
week ahead? Your best bet
is Silo, whatever your taste
in dance music. Silo packs a
friendly up-for-it-crowd on
Saturday nights and always
provides a deep melt of
underground sounds and
DJs whichever particular
club night it is.

Try Down Under on 17
October  for  uplifting
house layered with funky
basslines and trippy vocals
from German DJs Matthias
Tanzmann and Christian
Burkhardt.  Alternatively,
Brussels favourite son,
Darko, will be hitting the
decks there with his heady
mix of feel good techno on
31 October.

If you like fast and furious
hardcore or acid techno cut
up with a lot of bleeps and
bangs, or if you just want
to discover a completely
different musical universe,
head to the Lido on 24
October for the Acidict
party, featuring a bumper
Belgian line up of 12 DJs
and live sets that includes
experimental melodic acid
from Toxidrome, Limburg
DJ Chaos and deep indus-
trial  electronica  from
Solith. Before you commit
to it, just be aware that
many of the world’s best
loved DJs will be mashing
it up to a crowd of 35, 000
at I Love Techno in Ghent
on the same night.

A good dose of reggae often
works wonders in keeping
the October blues away.
Head on over to Whine
Up at the Machine Klub on
17 Oct where D]Js Ulterior,
Mixit, Logiq and Inch by
Inch will take you through
a night of reggae, dancehall
and hip-hop for free.

Silo
Acidict
Machine Klub
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Koen De Graeve

The role of a lifetime in De helaasheid der dingen

In Koen De Graeve’s film debut
Dagen zonder lief, we meet his
character still asleep above his
bar, before waking up to a liquid
breakfast. In his next role, as
the photographer sidekick to
the journalist in Los, he has a
penchant for pretty girls and
partying. Then came the block-
buster hit Loft, where he gets
memorably drunk at a dinner
party and says too much.

Now the Flemish actor is starring
in De helaasheid der dingen (The
Misfortunates), playing the most
famous alcoholic of contempo-
rary Flemish literature.

“If I've been typecast, that’s ok
with me, says De Graeve, as
jovial and laid back in person
as he is on screen. “In the thea-
tre, I work with different collec-
tives, and we always choose what
we want to play; so I've already
played a variety of roles. In
movies, if the story is good and
the typecasting is correct, and
that’s the way my life is going to
be, that’s ok”

The 37-year-old has hit the
jackpot with his role as Marcel
“Celle” Strobbe in De helaas-
heid, directed by Felix van Groe-
ningen (who also made Dagen
zonder lief). Based on the best-
selling, autobiographical novel
by Dimitri Verhulst, the film
recounts in vivid detail the child-
hood of the author, who grew up
with his drunken, unstable father
and three very similar unclesin a
small town outside Aalst in East
Flanders.

De Graeve plays the father, a
role that was expanded for the
film. Like nearly everyone else
in Flanders, he read the book
when it was published in 2006. “I
was very touched by it he says.
“Its very funny and very raw.
Verhulst describes basic experi-
ences with this swollen kind of
language - almost bombastic. It's
a great book”

It’s also a great film. Since open-
ing last week in Belgium, it has
garnered praise from critics
across the country and abroad
and is Belgium official entry for
consideration for an Academy
Award nomination. The Flanders
International Film Festival, the
largest film festival in the coun-
try, used its early reputation and
star power to sell out its opening
night on 6 October — held unusu-
ally in two locations to accom-

the Oscars...where is this going
to stop?”

This sense of excitement has actu-
ally been with De Graeve since
shooting began in and around
Aalst. “T was born in Aalst and
lived there until I was 20, he
explains. “So I play in my own
dialect. My father and uncle came
to visit the set several times, and I
saw a lot of old friends who came
by or who even played extras. So
everyone has really been looking
forward to the movie”

Although it may not seem like
a compliment, the charac-
ter of Celle fits De Graeve like
a glove. Not only is he simply
an actor capable of embodying
a confused, angry man drink-
ing himself to death, he remem-
bers them first hand. De Graeve
grew up in a tiny village outside
Aalst just next to the one where
Verhulst could be found, where
his parents owned a neighbour-
hood cafe, just like the ones seen
in the film. “Our place was full
of...alcoholics. So I saw a lot of
the kinds of characters that I read
about in the book. I saw them in

just tried to leave. And he is not
strong enough to resist.”

De helaasheid was the first time
De Graeve ever worked so
closely with someone as young
as 13. Kenneth Vanbaeden, the
boy who plays his son, had no
acting experience whatsoever,
but he showed up for the audi-
tion. “Pretty quickly, we saw that
he was the one,” says De Graeve.
“We really took him under our
wings - to help with the more
brutal scenes but also because
he’s just a charming young man.”

The cast of seasoned actors,
in fact, had fun watching
Vanbaeden play the part. “We are
always trying to ‘stop acting, but
for him, he doesn’t know what it’s
like to begin acting”

Meeting De Graeve, it's almost a
relief to see him looking healthy
and trim (he gained weight for
his role in the TV series Van viees
en bloed and kept it on for the
filming of De helaasheid). If you
only knew him from this latest
role, you would never recognise
him. “Every day, I had a wig and
a moustache glued on, and that

> Backer
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kernen ergi e >

Somewhere in the back of a
drawer I still have my old smiley
Kernenergie? nee bedankt -
“Nuclear energy? no thanks”
badge. These days I see things
differently.

Anyway, on my way to work
this morning my eye was
caught by a white pick-up van
pulling a trailer with a large
yellow box that passed me to
stop outside the federal parlia-
ment in de Wetstraat in Brus-
sels. I noticed the word Green-
peace on the side so crossed
the street for a better look. The
pick-up had stopped beside the
usual huddle of cameras and
booms waiting for ministers to
arrive for their Friday morning
confab.

Suddenly six  Greenpeace
t-shirts jumped out. Within
seconds they uncoupled the
trailer, and the pick-up sped
off. As the police approached
the six to tell them to move
their trailer, the box slowly
sank to the ground. The offic-
ers scurried around looking for
wheels while above their heads
the top folded up to complete
the image of the federal prime
minister holding a wind turbine
snapped in the middle. In large
letters ran the message Sorry,
hier stelt kernenergie de wet —
“Sorry, nuclear energy decides
the law here”

By now, the arm of the law was
looking for a door into the box
but found none. Screwdrivers
and crowbars were fetched but
to no avail. Heads all turned as
from the inside of the open-

topped box the air was filled
with the sound of various
crooners singing songs about
being sorry. This was inter-
rupted every few minutes by
an announcement, Suppos-
edly from the prime minister,
apologising for the decision
to put off the closure of the
three oldest nuclear plants in
Belgium for 10 years: “Bericht
aan de bevolking — message to
the public (“population”) ...
De regering verontschuldigt
zich maar hier stelt kernener-
gie de wet — The government
apologises but nuclear energy
decides the law here.

All the time, the six t-shirts -
men and women of all ages
- stood to attention by their
box. Reinforcements came and
tried to kick their way in, but
the box was too sturdy. Pass-
ing motorists sounded their
opinions clearly for or against.
Then there was movement at
the top of the box as two teen-
age girls stood up holding
banners. Meanwhile, ministers
unwittingly arrived to be inter-
viewed by the camera horde to
the sounds of sorry, so sorry
songs.

It was a great piece of street
theatre, but I had to tear myself
away from the crowd before
the end. As I strolled through
the park to my daily grind,
I thought about those wear-
ing the t-shirts, their great
planning and I must say, their
convictions.

- WWW.greenpeace.bhe
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Peace prized

“This strengthens the hope of the
whole world that America will continue
to play a stabilising role on the interna-
tional stage.”

Prime minister Herman Van Rompuy on
the Nobel Peace Prize awarded to US

Talk the talk

“The idea is to give migrants a sort of
survival kit. With only standard Dutch,
you won't get far in some situations.”
Employment agency VDAB in Kortrijk,
which is offering immigrants courses in
West-Flemish dialect

modate the crowd of 2,800. my memory, sitting at the bar”  transformation always made president Barack Obama ,
“The feeling among all of us He was able to cull from those ~me secure in the fact that T was ] Don’t cry for me
is electric’ says De Graeve, memories to play the part of getting older and droopier. T was Goals for girls “There should be a little bit of sadness

who plays alongside an excep-
tional ensemble cast, including
Bert Haelvoet (Man zkt vrouw,
Flikken) and Johan Helden-
bergh (Aanrijding in Moscou,
Jes). “We've been to Cannes, our
producer just came back from
Toronto; we've been selected for

Celle - a sometimes drunkenly
cheery, then suddenly violent
man, who tries very hard to pull
himselftogether once the custody
of his child comes into question.
“It’s tragic for the father, says
De Graeve. “His brothers pull
him back into the hell that he

always trying to feel the pain,
trying to get myself into a fatal-
istic state. When I noticed some-
times in the mirror that it worked
visually, I knew that my imagina-
tion could do the rest”

= www.dehelaasheidderdingen.be

“When the boys see us, they laugh. But
when they lose, it all goes quiet.”

Girls’ football team Cercle Melle Ladies,
who have defeated their male oppo-
nents in their last six matches, winning
one match 10-0

that I'm gone, but above all there
should be a party because of all the
great memories. There's no point in
tears.”

TV presenter André Steegmans, better
known as Felice, who died last week, in
a message recorded for his funeral




